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VERY page of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
bears messages that hold definite blessing for 
many a member of the world-wide Times. family. 
When you turn to that very unusual lesson side- 
light and advertisement in the heart of this issue, 
you will see how wonderfully the Land of the Book 
throws light upon the Book itself; what a privilege 
it would be to see that Land; and how to do so with 
the least expense and largest returns. 




















Rest and Wait 


By W. M. Czamanske 


RET not thyself when evil seems to thrive, 
And all thy way looks dreary, dark, and dim 
Be still, dear heart, be silent towards the Lord, 
And stek thy rest, thy perfect rest in Him! 


Wait patiently for Him who is thy God! 
Let patience have its perfect work in thee! 

His working day is not a few brief hours, 
But all the years and all eternity. 





If You Are Not in Sunday School 


Some readers of THE Sunpay ScHoo, Times 
are not in Sunday-school. For various good reasons 
they may have to be,elsewhere,—caring for home 
duties. ministering to others, or “shut-in,” with the 
increased opportunity that this means for fellowship 
with the Lord. The Tres welcomes the privilege 
of bringing its mesiages week by week both to the 
great army of Sunday-school workers and to those 
who are serving in other ways. Readers frequently 
testify that, while not being in active Sunday-school 
work, they find the paper valuable for its general 
articles, its Survey of religious activities throughout 
the world, its editorials and Notes on Open Letters, 
its news of latest research in Bible lands, and the 
many other features in addition to several pages of 
lesson helps each week. But the Trmes would call 
the attention of such readers to the exceptional oppor- 
tunity offered by the Lesson Helps for Bible study at 
home. The International Uniform Lessons are now 
covering the Gospel of John; the Second Quarter of 
the year will take up Genesis; and John and Genesis 
have been calied the two great books of creation. As 
Robert C. McQuilkin, who is writing the leading les- 
son article each week, has said: “Genesis is the book 
of the old creation. John is pre-eminently the book 
of the new creation. It is not an accident that both 
of these books open with the tremendous words, ‘In 
the beginning.’ . . . In Genesis the works of God's 
creation are set forth at the beginning of time. In 
John the Creator himself is revealed to men, who 
was in the beginning, before all time.” Let -us all, 
whether im active Sunday-school work or not, enter 
into’ the rich: opportunity of studying these precious 
portions. of the God-breathed Scriptures. Mr. 
Quilkin’s notable study. of the entire Gospel of John, 
which appeared in the Tres of December 12, is 
now ready as an attractive pamphlet (10 cents, from 
The Sunday School Times Company), and.skows how 
anyone may really master this central book of the 


Mc- 


Bible so as to be able to think it through with the 
Bible closed, learning by-heart an outline of the book, 
and giving a name to each of the twenty-one chapters. 
We may, if we will, have the personal experience of 
the Psalmist: “How sweet are thy words unto my 
taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psa. 


119: 103.) 


Once in a Century 


Strange things are happening today that have not 
occurred before in the lifetime of anyone on earth. 
This should not surprise us; the “more sure word of 
prophecy” tells us plainly that unprecedented things 
will occur as the end of the age and the return of the 
Lord draw near. We: know from the Scripture that 
God is sounding warnings to men— warnings that 
are invitations to turn to Him and be saved. It is 
significant to note the observations of leaders in busi- 
ness and government, made quite apart from any 
thought of the Bible or prophetic facts. Thus the 
Federal Water Service Corporation, one of the largest 
organizations of the sort in America, says in a recent 
report to stockholders: “With respect to rainfall, 
1930 was a year such as comes but once in a century 
—the rainfall was at least 300 billion tons lighter 
than in normal years.” Thus drought and depression 
went together. And drought, obviously, is one of the 
many things that are wholly in God’s hands, beyond 
the reach or control of men, Many other things are 
occurring that happen “but once in a century” —or 
not as often as that. Yet the judgments of God that 
will make the awful period predicted in the Scriptures 
as the “gteat tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be” (Matt. 24:21), have not yet begun. Things can 
be, and certainly will be, far worse than anything this 
old world and the human race have yet experienced, 
because of the persistent and incorrigible rebellion of 
mankind against God and his anointed. Yet all the 
while, both today and in the time of tribulation that 
is coming, God’s heart of love is unchanged, and those 
who turn to him in repentance and faith shall be saved. 


Should Not Children Pray? 


Revolt against God does not hesitate to destroy 
the little ones if it can. Christian people, and many 
who would not call themselves Christians, have been 
startled by a shocking incident that occurred a few 
weeks ago as reported in Time. A picture book for 
children entitled “Peggy and Peter, What They Did 
Today,” was published by Farrar and Rinehart of 
New York. Before publication, we are told, certain 
women examined the book and disapproved of .a photo- 
graph showing Peter and Peggy kneeling reverently 
in prayer. Mrs. Catherine Maltby Blaisdell, wife of 
Professor Thomas Charles Blaisdell, Jr., of Columbia 
University, is quoted as having said: “If such a pic- 
ture were put into the hands of my children, I should 
be in for a bad half hour, trying to explain what 
prayers were, and why they did 43 form a part of 
their routine. ... A great many children today are 
brought up without ever hearing of God and religion. 
Mine are among them. To introduce a small child to 
the idea of an omnipotent Father may easily rob him 
of his self-dependence. He may form the habit of 
leaning on some person or power instead of growing 
up in the belief that he alone must meet and solve his 
problems as they arise. One might jeopardize the 
whole future happiness of a child by telling him that 
he is accountable to God for what he does and not to 
his own conscience.” The publishers of the book were 
puzzled by this protest, but we are told that’ they obedi- 
ently removed from the published volume the photo- 
graph of the children at prayer. Mr. Farrar, of the 
publishing house, said that this was a new kind of 
censorship in his experience, and admitted that his own 
two little children kneel in prayer each night. Things 
have gone about as near the bottom of the pit as it 
would seem they could when an incident of this sort 
is possible in Christian America. The Lord Jesus 
Christ himself has passed judgment on this sort of 
spiritual murder of children when he says: “Whoso 
shall offend [cause to stumble] one of these little ones 
which believe in me, it were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he 
were drowned in the depth of the sea.” 


Our Transcendent Lord 


BOOK review of a recent publication under 
the title “Jesus as We See Him Today” has 
the following: “He announces outright an 


A 


artificial Jesus, no Saviour of mankind, but a mere 


rebe! and rabbi. ... It was Paul of Tarsus who swept 
from the mass mind of humanity clarity of thought 
and guidance of reason till the whole world became 
a bedlam of religiosity whose febrile effects are not 
yet assuaged in the hearts of humankind.” 

Again the Lord Jesus Chfist stands at the bar of 
popular opinion and receives its verdict. Again the 
cry of the ages rings out with ever-increasing empha- 
sis, “Away with him! Crucify him!” Yet he needs 
none to plead his case, no gifted pen or voice to sub- 
stantiate his claims. 


O men of weak and wavering faith, 
Who labor pleas in His defense, 

Ye only dim Him with your breath, 
He is His own best evidence. 


Such baseless assertions as were given wide pub- 
licity through one of the best known magazines in 
the world merely -form a dark background to throw 
into relief the glory of thé person and work of the 
—_ Saviour. the world has ever known or ever can 

now. 

How truly “he is his own best evidence” is seen 
in our Lord’s transcendence as Saviour. Against the 
writer’s pronouncement that he was “no Saviour” may 
be set the testimonies of ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand ‘redeemed from sin when no other power on earth 
could have’ effected such transformation. “What if 
some did not believe?” said Paul, “shall-their unbelief 
make. the faith: of God without effect? God forbid: 
yea; let: God ‘be true.” 


His Gospel is as truly “the power of God unto sal- 

vation” today as it ever was. And this is “the gospel 
. . . by which also ye are saved,” said the apostle, 
“that Christ died for our sins . . . and that he was 
buried, and that he rose again the third day accord 
ing to the scriptures.” This is the foundation fact 
of redemption. The resultant fact is that by faith in 
him as our Substitute we have died to sin, to the old 
life of fallen human nature, and have been raised up 
into a life of victory. When this is laid hold of it 
works out in real experience. 

We see our Lord today transcendent as the source 
and giver of life. He alone answered the question of 
the ages, “If a man die shall he live again?” 

Science answers, “Man may live agein.” Philosophy? 
“Man hopes to live again.” Ethics: “Man ought to 
live again.” But the Lord Jesus said: “Man shall live 
again and forever.” “I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” 
“I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.” 

In saving men from sin and in creating them anew, 
Christ endowed them with life above and beyond that 
of the natural senses, a life that exceeds that of natu- 
ral capacities and aspirations, even his own everlasting 
life with its faculty for knowing God. 

We see our Lord today transcendent in grace. 

Grace shone through every expression of his Spirit. 
Through his speech: “All... wondered at the gratious 
words which. proceeded out of his mouth.” Through 

his | looks >| “His face did shine as the sun.” Through 
his: general bearing: “We beheld his glory, the glory 


\@s of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 


vand truth.” On Calvary we see infinite love pouring. 
“itself. out through a broken heart; love that passed 
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beyond all claims to love, that he might open Heaven 
to the undeserving. We see infinite compassion for the 
woes of humanity shining in a human eye. And down 
through the ages we have seen him transforming the 
unlovely into the lovely. 

Again, we see our Lord towering above modern 
thought transcendent in omniscience. In having a 
knowledge entirely superhuman, by boldly commiting 
himself to a prophetic outline of the events of ages 
lying at that time far in the future, he exposed him- 
self to the danger of being mistaken in his predictions 
—“an artificial Jesus, a rebel, a mere rabbi.’ What 
a magnificent opportunity he has given of testing the 
genuineness of his claims! His predictions, which may 
now be compared with the events of nearly twenty 
centuries recorded by historians, are found to coincide 
at every point. “Now I have told you before it come 
to pass,” he said, “that, when it is come to pass, ye 
might believe.” 

We see our Lord’s superknowledge illumining the 
inscrutable mysteries of the natural sciences. In the 
infancy of the race he gave to man a record which 
antedated, by vast millenniums, the discoveries of mod- 
ern scientists. For example, the following may be 
noted : . 

In the natural sequence of God’s creative work light 
preceded life, for the first stage in the history of a 
planet is the emission of heat and light. Dense mists 
from the cooling planet shut out light of the sun, moon, 
and stars which were created “in the beginning” until 
God cleared the expanse. Continents lifted themselves 
up from the deep and brought forth vegetation. The 
expanse having been cleared of cloud, the heavenly 
bodies appeared. The appearance of animal life was 
in the following order: fish, fowl, animals, and man. 
The record states that “in the beginning,” in as re- 
mote a period as speculative scientists may conceive, 
God created matter, “the heaven and the earth,” that 
he created “every living thing,” that he created man, 
At these points only in the record is the word “created” 
used, and it is precisely at these points that, after fifty 
years of searching, evolutionists have failed to pro- 
duce their missing links between nothing and matter, 
between matter and animal life, between animal life 
and man. 

Though all the world believed, until 1475, that the 
earth rested on a solid foundation, the record stated, 
“He ... hangeth the earth upon nothing.” Though 
all believed it to be a plane, God referred to himself 
as sitting “upon the circle of the earth.” It is hardly 
a century since scientists believed that the moon, like 
the sun, emitted inherent light, though millenniums 
ago God said, “The moon it shineth not.” 

Over the tomb of man’s wisdom scientists and philos- 
ophers are chiseling an epitaph, “Here lies a history 
of discarded theories.” 

Professor Eddington in his “Nature of the Physical 
World” put in a stroke when he said: “We have 
turned a corner in the path of progress and our igno- 
rance stands revealed before us, appalling and insistent.” 

Figaro, Paris, in publishing opinions of the great- 
est living scientists, puts in another stroke in broad- 
casting that of Pichot, an eminent hydrographer : 

“We have seen theories accepted without dissent 
crumble as empires crumble. Of the whole beautiful 
edifice, built solidly upon great and accepted principles, 
of which the science of the nineteenth century boasted, 
there remains nothing but the ruins. Theories dis- 
appear before new theories. The clectromagnetic 
nature of matter, the s_ .taneous disintegration of 
atoms, the absurdity of relativity, finally the discon- 
certing revelation of the discontinuity of all natural 
phenomena, in violently shocking our accepted theories 
have definitely ruined the self-assertive authority of 
common sense philosophy and laid bare the insignifi- 
cance of Voltairean persiflage.” 

Again we see our Lord transcendent in power. 

“Lift up your eyes on high,” said a prophet of 
Israel, “and behold who hath created these . . . by 
the greatness of his might.” Who but Omnipotence 
could have sent these tremendous globes whirling 
through space, their diverse movements. without con- 
fusion, and with such mathematical precision as to be 
standards of time? The human mind cannot grasp 
the immensity of God’s creative work. Dr. Shapley 
has given a glimpse of it when he states that modern 
astronomy had extended the limits of the known uni- 
verse to a point where it is necessary to employ as 
a yardstick a unit of ten million light years, or ten 
million times six trillion miles as a background of 
latest observation, and he reports the discovery of 
eighteen thousand new galaxies. 


“Each nebula with thousand suns is dust beneath His feet, 

Though every sun leads thousand worlds, a universe 
complete. 

The dreadful splendor of those suns, their blinding, 
glorious light 

Is pale beneath His radiant face with wondrous glory 
bright.” 


Peering into the vista of the future we see our 
Lord coming again with omnipotent power of read- 
justment, reconstruction, revision to unravel the tangle 
into which a malignant, usurping Adversary has 
brought human affairs. Then every eye shall see Him 
as the Fullness of all Longing, the Substance of all 
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Truth, the Solution of all Problems, the Emancipation 
from all Evil. Surely, 


“He is far other than men have dreamed or taught, 
Unspoken in all language, unpictured in all thought.” 


Oh, blind leaders of the blind, who would wield that 
which is mightier than the sword in the vain attempt 
to sweep from the world a “religiosity” that has trans- 
formed human fiends into angels of light, that has 
breathed forth sympathy and comfort and hope to the 
suffering and dying as well as infinite patience with 
the scornful, what balm can you offer a conscience 
smitten with remorse for sin; what hope beyond the 
grave; what substitute for the grace of the Lord Jesus, 
the Christ? 

Oh, minds of cultured ignorance, which would fain 
wield the scepter of omniscient dictatorship over mod- 
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dern thought, who know no more of truth than an 
inert stone knows of the glorious sun in the heavens, 
what future history, what cosmogony can you substi- 
tute that will stand through future millenniums as has 
that of the Lord Jesus, the Christ? 

Oh, powers in whom supreme authority is vested, 
as governmental control is fast slipping from your 
grasp through communistic demonizing of humanity, 
what power of control can you substitute for that of 
the coming Lord Jesus, the Christ? 

Let us, then, take from the advanced thinkers of 
the day the crown of authority, “the scepter of rea- 
son and clarity of thought,” and place them where they 
belong, upon the brow and in the right hand of Him 
who transcends all others in grace, in knowledge, in 
power. 





What Keys Were Given to Peter? 


In Matthew 16:19 we read that our Lord said to 
Peter: “And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind 
on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever 
thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
These were Christ’s words following Peter’s confes- 
sion, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.’ 


By an anxious inquirer I was asked just what 
those words meant. He said that he often meets 
Roman Catholics who quote this Scripture to him, and 
he would like to know the meaning of these words 
of our Lord. 

I sincerely thank you for your paper and for its 
uncompromising loyalty to God’s Word—A New 
Brunswick reader, 


Keys are used for opening doors. The Scripture 
record of what occurred during the early days of the 
Church explains this commission or authority of the 
keys which Christ gave to Peter. On the day of 
Pentecost it was Peter who opened the door of faith 
to the Jews, explaining the meaning of what had just 
occurred when the Holy Spirit had come upon the 
believers; Peter’s great sermon that day preached 
Christ to the Jews as their Messiah and Saviour, and 
some three thousand souls entered the door of faith 
opened to them by Peter with his keys. 

Peter used his keys a second time when he opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles, in the house of 
Cornelius (Acts 10). At the epoch-making council 
at Jerusalem Peter explained this as he said: “Men 
and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God 
made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth 
should- hear the word of the gospel, and believe” 
(Acts 15:7-9). 

This is the usual view of reverent, sound students 
of the Word, as to the meaning of the keys which the 
Lord Jesus Christ gave to Deter immediately after 
the apostle had uttered his great confession: ‘Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Jiving God.” The fur- 
ther word, “whatsoever thou sfalt bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven” was not limited 
to Peter, for we find the same commission given to the 
rest of the apostles in Matthew 18:18. We must re- 
member that the Lord Jesus Christ committed great 
responsibilities to his apostles, — duties and privileges 
that are not ours today, while at the same time we 
have much in common with them. But the Church 
of Christ was in its infancy then; there was no writ- 
ten New Testament; and the Lord chose and commis- 
sioned the apostles to be the peculiar and unique chan- 
nels of truth and revelation to both Jews and Gentiles 
of their day and of all the centuries since then. The 
apostles, therefore, were given supernatural and di- 
vine understanding of truth that was, before their 
time, hidden from men; they were divinely inspired 
to know the conditions upon which men could be 
saved, and, failing to meet which, men must be lost. 
They were commissioned and empowered by Christ 
and the Holy Spirit to speak with authority, so that, 
being Christ’s unique representatives on earth, what 
they bound here would be bound in Heaven, and what 
they loosed here should be loosed in Heaven. When 
the -inspired New Testament was written and com- 
pleted, it was not necessary that such power be given 
to men. 

A glimpse of the unique place of the apostles in 
God’s plans and purposes is given in the words of our 
Lord to the apostles: “When the Son of man shall 
sit in the throne. of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel” 
(Matt. 19: 28). 

_ But there is no basis in the statement of our Lord 
in Matthew 16:19 for the unscriptural claims of the 
Roman Catholic Church concerning Peter. As the 
Commentary of Jamieson, Fausset and Brown well 
says: “Whatever this mean, it was soon expressly 
extended to all the apostles; so that the claim of 


supreme authority in the Church, made for Peter by 
the Church of Rome, and then arrogated to themselves 
by the popes as the legitimate successors of St. Peter, 
is baseless and impudent. .. . One thing is clear, that 
not in all the New Testament is there the vestige of 
any authority either claimed or exercised by Peter, 
or conceded to him, abcve the rest of the apostles —a 
thing conclusive against the Romish claims in behalf 
of that apostle.” The Scofield Reference Bible, after 
noting that it was Peter who opened the door of 
Christian opportunity to Israel on the day of Pentecost, 
and to the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius, points 
out that ‘there was no assumption by Peter of any 
other authority (Acts 15:7-11). In the Council 
James, not Peter, seems to have presided (Acts 15: 
19; cf. Gal. 2: 11-15). Peter claimed no more for 
himself than to be an apostle by gift (1 Pet. 1:1), 
and an elder by office (1 Pet. 5:1). The power of 
binding and loosing was shared (Matt. 18:18; John 
20:23) by the other disciples. That it did not in- 
volve the determination of the eternal destiny of souls 
is clear from Revelation 1:18. The keys of death and 
the place of departed spirits are held by Christ alone.” 


=< 


Does the Day of Judgment 
Last 1,000 Years? 


The two least understood and most ridiculed books 
in’ the Bible are Jonah and Revelation. Each. book 
is rich with unusually precious truth; the Lord Jesus 
turned to the Book of Jonah and the historical facts 
infallibly recorded therein as a sign of His own 
supreme victory over sin and death and Satan (Matt. 
12: 39-41). Revelation, little read even by the major- 
ity of God’s people, and little understood, is the only 
book of the sixty-six in the Bible concerning which a 
special blessing is promised for its reading, and the 
hearing of the words of its prophecy, and the keeping 
of the things written therein (Rev. 1:3). A notable 
and easily followed ‘study of this last book of the Bible 
was published in THE SunpAY ScHooLt JimeEs of No- 
vember 28, written by Robert C. McQuilkin, and,en- 
titled “Can We Understand the Book of Revelation?” 
Mr. McQuilkin has added a word to that article, 
which the TIMEs is glad to give here; it touches upon 
the question of the thousand-year period known as 
the millennium, and why a thousand years should have 
to pass between the Lord’s return and the final judg- 
ment. On this point Mr. McQuilkin writes: 

“It has been a stumblingblock to many that a thou- 
sand years should intervene between the coming of 
Christ and the final judgment. But if nearly two 
thousand years have come between the predictions of 
grace and judgment in the Old Testament prophecies 
(predictions that are joined together in one sentence, 
as in Isaiah 61:1, 2), it should not surprise us that 
the day of judgment should last a thousand years, 
Peter in his Second Letter seems to put together the 
coming of Christ and the destruction of the earth, but 
in that very letter he tells us that one day is with 
the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years 
as one day. Peter did not yet have the revelation 
that came to John concerning the thousand years, but 
his prophecy does not contradict that further revela- 
tion. it is not a third coming of the Lord at the close 
of the thousand years for final judgment: he comes 
and he stays, to complete his work of restoration and 
judgment. Thus we notice that several New Testa- 
ment passages relate what is to take place at the be- 
ginning of the thousand years and at the close, without 
indicating the period that is to intervene. So this 
present age of nearly two thousand -years is “man’s 
day,” “the year of God’s favor.” The Kingdom Age, 
or “day” of judgment, will last only a thousand years, 
with its glorious beginning in the personal return of 
the Lord, and its climax in the resurrection and judg- 


ment of the unbelieving dead and the final overthrow 
of Satan.” ; 
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The Scientists’ Revolt Against Evolution 


Exploding the theory with facts brought to light by the passage of time 











By George McCready Price 














Huxley, is “that the foundation of morality 

is to have done, once for all, with lying; to 
give up pretending to believe that for which there is 
no evidence.” If we can induce modern scientists to 
stick to this pronouncement today, there will be a 
vast reduction in the claims still-being made for the- 
ories about man’s having developed from animal an- 
cestors, or about the theory of organic development in 
general. For the utter absence of any real evidence 
for these beliefs is becoming more and more evident 
with every passing year. , 

A belief without any foundation in the way of 
evidence is called a superstition. The belief in organic 
evolution is properly called a superstition; and in ac- 
cord with Huxley’s stern admonition it ought to be 
given up. 

Year by year the searchlight of scientific criticism 
is being turned upon one after another of the alleged 
“facts” on which the theory was built up some sixty 
and seventy years ago; and one by one these alleged 
“facts” are seen to be largely based on misunderstand- 
ings, while the small residue of real facts is now seen 
to be easily capable of an entirely different interpre- 
tation. With Retterer and Vialleton in revolt against 
the claims of evolution based on embryology, and with 
Fleischmann and others in Germany sneering at the 
“parade-horse” methods used by zoologists, the scien- 
tists of the continent of Europe are well represented 
on the opposition side. While with Leo Berg of the 
University of Leningrad déclaring that our modern 
animals must have arisen from “tens of thousands of 
primary forms,’ and with Austin H. Clark of the 
Nationai Museum at Washington saying that “there 
is no justification in assuming that such a thing as a 
‘missing link’ ever existed, or indeed could ever have 
existed,” it is very evident that the revolt against this 
long-popular superstition is growing apace. 

The latest recruit to the little band of trained sci- 
entists who are in open revolt against the dogma of 
organic evolution is Douglas Dewar, who has already 
some twenty-odd books to his credit, many of which 
deal with various phases of the animal life of India. 
In his “Difficulties of the Evolution Theory” (Edwin 
Arnold and Co., London, England, 12 shillings 6 pence, 
net; and Longmans, Green and Co., New York, $5), 
however, he has recorded a very formidable list of 
reasons why we cannot any longer accept the theory 
as a reasonable explanation of the method of origin 
of the great diversity of animal and plant life in our 
world. This book is a calm and admirably reasoned 
work, which gains immensely from the fact that the 
author is a trained naturalist of long experience with 
taxonomic and other biological problems. And _ be- 
cause his work is distinctly an original contribution 
to this side of the argument, the author having worked 
out many of his points first-hand and without depend- 
ing upon what has been written along this line in 
America, I believe it will be interesting and profitable 
for the readers of THE SuNnpAy ScHoot Times to 
have a summary of his line of argument. 


The Complex Animal Kingdom 


In his Introduction Dewar brings us face to face 
with the two alternative hypotheses, evolution or spe- 
cial creation; and since our world which now teems 
with life was admittedly once devoid of life, all these 
diverse forms of living things must have come into 
existence either by special creation or by evolution, 
—or by some combination of the two. The two king- 
doms, the plant and the animal, are radically distinct 
from each other. How can we conceive of their both 
having originated from one single cell? But the ani- 
mal kingdom is likewise divided into some twenty 
phyla all so distinct from one another that no one 
has ever had the courage to point out how any two 
of them could have had a common origin. Each 
phylum is again divided into classes, the classes into 
orders, and the orders into families, the families again 
divided into genera and species. Are the classes to 
be regarded as separate creations? Or are the orders 
or families to be thus regarded, and are all the smaller 
subdivisions to be regarded as having originated since 
by some natural process of development? The prin- 
ciple of multiple hypotheses, that is, having two or 
more alternative hypotheses in mind, is the safest and 
best in all scientific investigations; the common custom 
of always ruling out of court anything but the evolu- 
tion theory has always had a very sterilizing influence 
on biological study. 

Several chapters in the first part of Dewar’s book 
are very short. The second deals with the changes in 
organisms effected by breeders. The evidence in this 
field is decidedly against any far-reaching theory of 


O* of the chief lessons learned by science, said 


When a hand grenade was flung into a trench 
during the World War, quick-thinking and coura- 
geous soldiers sometimes hurled it back before it 
exploded, causing the enemy to be “hoist with 
their own petard.” “Superstition” is one of the 
favorite word-missiles thrown by Modernists at 
Fundamentalists. Why not cast it back into the 
strongholds of evolution? Professor Price does 
so in this article, and his ammunition is taken 
from a new book by a scientist who has twenty 
ether books to his credit. Christian school 
teachers, parents, and Sunday-school workers 
will be glad to have the arguments given here as 
they seek to combat the destructive theories taught 
our young people today in school and college. 








development: “Breeders and fanciers should be re- 
garded as witnesses hostile to evolution” (p. 13). The 
third deals with the geographical distribution of ani- 
mals and plants; and while Dewar -admits that the 
flora and fauna of oceanic islands have probably been 
derived from the mainland, yet this will not get us 
very far, for aside from two families that he mentions 
from the Sandwich Islands there are no families or sub- 
families peculiar to any oceanic island. Thus the testi- 
mony of geographical distribution, while indicating that 
some of the smaller groups or the subdivisions under 
the families and genera have probably arisen from other 
similar kinds found on the mainland, on the whole 
must be regarded as decidedly against the broad theory 
that all living forms have arisen from some common 
ancestor. If the latter theory were true, “peculiar or- 
ders and many peculiar families should occur on 
oceanic islands” (p. 23), which is not the case. 


Evidences of Degeneration, Not Evolution 


His fourth chapter deals with rudimentary and ves- 
tigial organs; and although it consists of only five 
pages it effectually disposes of the evolutionary argu- 
ment based on these peculiar conditions. Vestigial 
organs do exist, such as the functionless eyes of fishes 


.and other animals living in dark caverns; these are 


clearly the results of degeneration, and evidences of 
degeneration meet us on every hand. But rudimentary 
organs, or what Dewar calls “nascent” organs, that is, 
organs or structures in a still-developing condition, 
are conspicuous by their absence throughout the entire 
realm of nature. “It is impossibfe to adduce a single 
structure in any species which is indubitably or even 
probably in a nascgnt condition”: (p. 25). 
he confusing jnonsense about blood-tests often 
claimed by evolutionists is disposed of in five more 
pages. And then we come to a long and exceedingly 
important chapter dealing with the development of the 
animal embryo. The appeal to the allegedly strange 
behavior of the developing embryo was one of the 
first arguments used by evolutionists, and in. the hands 
of a clever falsifier like Haeckel these alleged facts 
were for many years the very strongest appeals made 
by the evolutionists. The notorious “recapitulation 
theory,” or the claim that the developing embryo passes 
through in a few brief weeks or months a summary 
or recapitulation of what its ancestors went through 
during many ages of development, was well suited to 
amaze an ignorant multitude, but it could no longer 
amaze people of common sense when they were no 
longer ignorant of the real facts. As Nordenskidld 
the eminent historian of biology expresses it, “Time 
has dealt hardly” with this recapitulation theory. A 
closer and more accurate study of embryology is re- 
vealing, that for every seemingly peculiar structure 
formed in the developing creature there is always some 
good and sufficient reason in the very nature of things, 
just as a dwelling house, a store, or a church all have 
to be started in about the same way, namely with 
a foundation; no builder would ever think of making 
the roof first and afterward putting in the foundation. 
And a four-story house and a fifty-story skyscraper 
both have to go through the same one-story and two- 
story and three-story stages. Since whales and men 
and dogs and birds and lobsters all start their indi- 
vidual lives as a single cell, the fertilized ovum, it 
is a mechanical necessity that for a considerable part 
of their development from this one-celled stage they 
must roughly parallel one another. This is really all 
there is to the peculiar structures found in the de- 
veloping embryo which became the stock arguments 
for the evolutionists of a generation ago. 
Admittedly it is difficult to explain the actual facts 
of embryology to those who know nothing about the 


developmental processes. Dewar’s appeal is rather to, 


those who already have a working familiarity with this 
and other lines of biology. Such men as Wilhelm His, 
Hertwig, Sedgwick, and’ Vialleton have already infused 
a fair amount of common sense and honest dealing into 
embryology, and in the light of what is now known in 
comparing one animal with another it is not difficult 
to dispense forever with the fables about “gill slits” 
and the human “tail” and the other nonsense still 
found in some modern books on evolution which follow 
the antiquated science of Haeckel rather than the mod- 
ern specialists in this science. 

The theory of evolution was invented with the pro- 
fessed purpose of avoiding the miracle of a direct crea- 
tion. But in his seventh chapter Dewar shows how 
miracles would become multiplied by having one kind 
of creature become transformed over into another kind. 
“If the assertion that the whale is a separate creation 
involves a miracle, the assertion that the whale gradu- 
ally evolved from some land animal appears to in- 
volve two miracles—a gradual transformation that 
appears to be physically impossible, and the preserva- 
tion of a long line of succeeding generations of the 
animal in question during the transformation” (p. 67). 
In a masterly fashion Dewar declares that “the theory 
of the gradual origin of every new type involves a 
number of transformations that are apparently physio- 
logically and mechanically impossible,” and then pro- 
ceeds to enumerate some of them. For the change 
from an amphibian egg into that of a reptile he lists 
seven, most of which would be useless, or even harm- 
ful, until they were more or less complete (p. 69). 
Such a transformation would necessarily involve a very 
long time. “How did the embryos contrive to sur- 
vive during this long period of transition?” And yet 
during all this long period of transformation, “their 
eggs and their young had to live and compete with 
other organisms” (p. 69). 

In a similar fashion he shows the impossibility of 
our imagining how a reptile could have become gradu- 
ally transformed into a bird, how a reptile could have 
changed over into a mammal (listing twenty radical 
differences between the two), or how one of the ordi- 
nary mammals could have been gradually transformed 
into a human being. The very struggle for existence 
among rival forms ought to show us the utter im- 
possibility of any such half-formed or half-changed 
creatures’ being able to survive. And he closes this 
chapter with the clever remark: “Natural selection, 
although it established the doctrine of evolution, is a 
stumblingblock to the acceptance thereof” (p. 79). 

Chapter eight is entitled, “Some Characters of Ani- 
mals Apparently Incompatible with Evolution.” It is 
too condensed to lend itself easily to being summarized; 
and it is far too important and too masterly in its pres- 
entation to deserve a hasty summary at my hands. And 
the reader should remember that this phase of the 
subject, and that in the preceding chapter, are depart- 


‘ments of science with which Mr. Dewar is especially 


familiar. Having already written over twenty books 
on various phases of natural history, he comes to these 
subjects of the comparative structure and the differ- 
ences in the habits of animals with a rich store of facts 
that cannot be reconciled with any theory of organic 
evolution. 


Damaging Facts in Fossils 

His last two chapters deal with the fossils and the 
facts of geology. While Dewar apparently has never 
heard a breath of suspicion against the reliability of 
the historical scheme taught by “orthodox” geologists, 
and while he could have made his own argument siill 
stronger by incorporating into it some of the facts 
and principles about the whirligig reasoning employed 
in “proving” the relative time-values of the fossils, 
yet he does make out a strong case against organic 
evolution in general by taking the commonly accepted 
arrangement of the fossils and then showing that these 
facts are not such as we have a right to expect if the 
evolution theory be true. 

“Darwin and his followers confidently expected that, 
every new fossil would furnish fresh evidence of the 
truth of their theory. This expectation has not been 
realized. The thousands of fossils discovered since 
Darwin revived the evolution theory are on the whole 
very unlike those evolutionists hoped to find. . ... 
Paleontology cannot be regarded other than as a hos- 
tile witness” (p. 95). 

Within the last generation or so a great variety of 
fossils of such animals as the horse, the elephant, the 
camel, and the like, has been found here and there 
over the earth; and it has been easily possible by some 
clever manipulating to arrange these fossils in such a 
way as to make them appear to be conclusive evidence 
of an evolutionary process within these various fam- 
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ili s. - These artificial arrangements of these fossils 
ha e been paraded in all the museums of the world 
as ndisputable evidence tor evolution. But Dewar very 
properly draws attention to the fact that any such 
a parent évolution is always’ within the various family 
gioups, and that there is not a single example that can 
be pointed to as showing any link between groups 
lar ger than the families. As Dewar expresses it, “No 
fossil is known that can be cited as a direct ancestor 
of any class, sub-class, or order of animals” (p. 134). 
“It is not possible to draw up a pedigree showing the 
descent of any species, living or extinct, to an ancestor 
belonging to a different order” (p. 100). “It is not 
possible to arrange a genealogical series of fossils prov- 
ing that any species has in the past undergone suffi- 
cient change to transform it into a member of another 
family. All the changes proved by fossils to have 
taken place in animals are within the limits of the 
family” (p. 105), 

Years ago, Darwin. 4 his followers always used to 
claim the alibi of the “imperfection of the record” 
as the reason why the fossils didn’t appear to support 
their theory. And this was in spite of the fact that, 
when they claimed no mammals or birds or reptiles 
were living contemporaneously with the trilobites and 
the graptolites, they were in effect claiming to have 
a perfect record of just what kinds lived in the long 
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ago. In other words, they were trying to run with 
the hare and to hunt with the hounds, as the English 
express it. That is, they never were playing fair with 
this matter of the “imperfection of the record.” In 
our day, however, this excuse will not work; for the 
new fossils, found by the thousands since Darwin's 
time, have never helped a particle in bridging over 
the yawning gaps that still stand between the great 
groups of fossil animals. 

The theory of organic evolution is not supported by 
our modern knowledge in any of the great departments 
of science. If, as Huxley says, the foundation of all 
scientific morality is to “have done, once for all, with 
lying; to give up pretending to believe that for which 
there is no evidence,” surely we ought to give up pre- 
tending to believe in any and every scheme of organic 
evolution, -- except in the very narrowest sense of the 
origin of new races or varieties or so-called “species” 
within the various large groups which we.call the fam- 
ilies. Of the origin of any two families or orders 
from some common original, there is not the slightest 
evidence either among the fossils or among the modérn 
kinds in our living world. And Douglas Dewar’s 
book, “Difficulties of the Evolution Theory,” is a 
fine contribution to help the people of our day to real- 
ize this prime fact. 

BERRIEN SPRINGS, MICH. 








And why the sword of divine justice was 
sheathed. in Christ’s broken heart 








Why God Forsook His Son 
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When a part of these articles on the crucifixion was published last spring in The Sunday School Times, 
a Christian woman who read it wrote to the Editor of ‘‘ the almost overcoming effect’’ it had upon her. ‘She 
said: ‘‘It happened to be midnight when I read it, and I seemed to be shut in by the' terrible darkness of the 
crucifixion. I wanted to stop reading and finish some other time, but, needless to say, I couldn’t. And the more 
I read on, the more fully I seemed to comprehend that my Lord died for me. I didn’t sleep much— and I am 
glad I didn’t. I am keeping the article to read again and again. ”’ 


Readers will welcome the announcement that this precious and revealing series of studies of the crucifixion, 
of which ‘the Ty caer J article is the third and last, is being published by the Bible Institute Colportage 


Association, 843 North 


Tue DARKNESS AND THE INTERPRETING CRY 

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over 
all the land unto the ninth hour. 

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud 
voice, saying, . . . My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? ; 


"Tsetse. this phenomenal darkness and _ this 
strange, weird cry together, the one explains the 
other. There’s a beautiful line in an old hymn 
that we like to sing: 


Well might the sun in darkness hide, 
And shut his glories in, 

When Christ, the mighty Maker, died 
For man, the creature’s, sin. 


But quite inadequate as an explanation of the darkness, 
making it but an expression of nature’s sympathy with 
her dying Lord. His cry interprets it differently. If 
“God is light,” as Scripture affirms, then this super- 
natural darkness at midday is but the witness that he 
has withdrawn himself, has left his beloved Son to 
the cruel will of wicked men. 

“Why?” The' only man that ever dared say that 
to God, and the only time in his career that he said 
it, cried and was not answered. When have the 
righteous been forsaken of God? Scripture says, 
“Never!” “I have been young, and now am old; 
yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging bread” (Psa. 37: 25). Behold this strange 
and solitary contradiction: the only righteous One in 
the absolute sense that ever lived, forsaken of God, 
and confessing it in the face of his foes! And some 
of those very foes have heard him say: 


He that sent me is with me: the Father hath not” 
left me alone; for I do always those things that 
please him (John 8: 29). 


Yet now, as with insulting hands they lift up that 
perfect One to die, the heavens become blacker than 
night, not, as they surely fear, in token of God’s anger 
against them, but as his cry explains it, in token that 
God has forsaken the Son of his love. Who shall 
explain this mystery — who interpret this one excep- 
tion to all God’s ways with the righteous? He has 
done s6! And in a Psalm written a thousand years 
before! Oh, if the unsaved who read these words 
could but know the depth of their interest in that un- 
answered cry! To learn it they have only to turn 
to the Psalm from which it is quoted. There shall 
they find his own explanation. It is the Twenty- 
second Psalm — the Psalm of the sin offering, describ- 
ing the crucifixion in all the brutal details and writ- 
ten by David concerning his greater Son and Lord, 
whose: voice is heard throughout. It begins with this 
cry of abandonment: 


My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 


ells Street, Chicago, and may be had as a booklet at 15 cents a copy. 


why art thou so far from helping me, and from the 
words of my roaring? 


But listen! the same voice still, amid the awful 
darkness, answering his own cry and justifying God 
for forsaking him: 


But thou art holy. 
It is a sufficient answer, explaining all the mystery. 


God is holy and can have no part with sin, as his- 


prophet declared: 


Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canst not look on iniquity (Hab. 1: 13). 

Sin upon the sinless One? Yes! Yours and mine! 
And the awful load bows his head in death! Christ 
in darkness! Christ forsaken God, because he is 
“made . .. sin for us” and treated as a sinner in our 
place! 

Outside the limits of Israel’s camp a fire perpetually 
burned. Upon it the carcasses whose blood was of- 
fered for sin were consumed. Of this the apostle 
speaks in Hebrews 13:11, 12, as follows: 

For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is 
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, 
are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, 
that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate. 

To Golgotha they take him to die, as unfit to die 
within the sacred precincts of the holy city, crowned 
of old with the glory of Jehovah’s présence. That 
outside place marks him as the true Sin Offering. 
There is he lifted up from earth to die, in expression 
of earth’s rejection of him; lifted up to heaven, as 
though appealing for heaven’s approval of that re- 
jection; lifted up between heaven and earth as though 
unfit for either! ; 

Srx anp NINE 

Why are these numbers, “from the sixth hour... 
unto the ninth hour,” here, showing that the darkness 
endured for three hours? Like every other detail 
they add their testimony to the meaning of the holy 
sacrifice. Three is the number of divine fullness; 
number of Christ himself, “in him dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead.” Six is the number of sinful 
man, and nine is that of judgment. “Now the right- 
eousness of God . . . is manifested” in Christ’s bear- 
ing the judgment of sin, exhausting its penalty so that 
it can never be again exacted, the sword of divine 
justice forever sheathed in his broken heart for all 
who believe. 

Gon’s WratH REVEALED 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 


against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 
(Rom. 1: 18). 


This “horror of great darkness” is the full display 
of God’s righteous wrath against sin, as it falls upon 


JANUARY 2, 1932 


the holy One standing for the*tmholy. And thus is 
it but a faint outward shadow of the deeper darkness 
within pressing upon the Saviour’s soul. We can see 
the nails: that hold his hands and feet, but not the 
crueller darts that pierce his heart; can understand 
the stupefying draught which he refused, but not the 
bitter cup which he drained; can appreciate the de- 
sertion of his disciples, but not the averted face of God. 

And if this great darkness is the revelation of God's 
wrath, then is it the most solemn warning to sinners, 
for it foreshadows the “outer darkness” into which 
the rejecters of his Son must eternally go. If the ten- 
derest lips in all the world had never said, “He that 
believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16); had 
never warned, “He that rejecteth me .. . hath one 
that judgeth him” (John 12:48); the darkness at 
Calvary would have sufficiently warned all men. — If 
God turned his face away from his beloved Son, 
“holy, harmless, undefiled,”* because sin was but im- 
puted to him, what will he do with the sinner whose 
sins are his own by nature’ and practice, when that 
sinner stands at his bar? Let him answer the ques- 
tion who can. 

Tue FInisHEeD WorK 

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, 
saith, I thirst. 

Now there was set there a vessel full of vinegar: 
and they filled-a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon 
hyssop, and. put it to his mouth. 

When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he 
said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave 
up the ghost (John 19: 28-30). 

All things must be according to what has been 
written and our Lord cannot die until he has uttered 
one word, “I thirst,” and that, not that the thirst might 
be quenched but “that the Scripture might be ful- 
filled.” As John’s is the burnt offering Gospel (which 
alone mentions this detail) it does not disclose the 
agony of the cross as the others do, and this “I thirst” 
is written to reveal, not the terrible thirst of the cru- 
cifixion, but the complete subjection of Christ to the 
Word of God. Long before had it been written: “In 
my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink” (Psa. 609: 
21), and it is that writing, not the thirst, that forces 
the cry from his lips. 

Thus all is done according to the infallible Word 
of God, and it is now for the Holy Sufferer to pro- 
claim it with his expiring breath: “IT Is FINISHED,” 
while God makes answer in the rent veil, the rent 
rocks, the opened graves, manifesting his supreme de- 
light in the finished work, which has brought rest 
to his heart at last, by taking him who has accom- 
plished it out of death and exalting him in the highest 
heavens. Behold now that once humbled Man sitting 
at the right hand of God! “when he had by himself 
purged our sins, [he] sat down on the right hand of 
the majesty on high” (Heb. 1:3). “Sat down’ be- 
cause his work is done! “Sat down” as one that rests 
from toil! O soul, if he has purged your sins, THEY 
ARE PURGED! If he has not attended to every stain 
you are lost and he dare not be where we behold him. 
Here is the full proof of the finished work: he who 
hung on the nails for your sins is exalted in Heaven 
without them — forever put away. Think not of add- 
ing aught to it by work of your own,—and thus 
tarnish the luster of his glory, but take the rest which 
his finished work provides for your heart and for 
the heart of God. “We which have believed do enter 
into rest” (Heb. 4:3). 


THE RENDING OF THE VEIL, THE Rocks, THE GRAVES 


And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent; 


And the graves were opened; and many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose, 

And came out of the graves after his resurrection, 
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 
The veil was the heavily-woven, richly-embroidered 

curtain hanging between the holy place and the most 
holy of the Temple. Within the last named enclosure 
had appeared the glory —symbol of God’s presence. 
In a dwelling place concealed he had until now abode. 
But the cause of all distance between himself and men 
has been removed, and he rends the veil to proclaim 
his liberty to come out in grace to sinners and to show 
the open way into his presence for all who accept 
that grace. “Having ... boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of. Jesus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, 
that is to say, his flesh; . . . let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith” (Heb. 10: 19-22). 

The rending of the rocks is nature’s response to 
her Creator’s cry, the old creation making way for 
the new, whose foundation his death has laid, and the 
rending of the graves proclaims the power of his 
death over death for all his own. 

Those who came out of those opened graves were 
doubtless that special company of Old Testament saints 
who by faith looked for a heavenly inheritance. Of 
them we know only what is revealed in the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews. Since faith cometh by hearing 
the word of God, and by faith “they looked for a 
city which hath foundations,” it is plain that God 
spoke to them of that heavenly city, though no record 
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of the revelation is made in the Old Testament, the 
hopes of national Israel being entirely earthly, When 
Christ, on the morning of his resurrection, ascended 
to Heaven—as he said to Mary in John 20—to fulfill 
the type of the wave sheaf of the harvest, and before 
his more public ascension forty days later, he took 
those resurrected ones with him, to form, with him- 
self, the antitype of the first fruits. 
* * * 

Who can tell this story as it should be told? Where 
are the lips that can repeat it worthily? May he who 
told it first speak init once more to every reader, 
bringing the unsaved to believe and to rest in the 
finished work, and the believer to rejoice in it anew! 


we 
Using Old Scripture Calendars 
By Ethel Laros 


T THIS time of year the question arises: “What 

shall I do with my old Scripture calendar?” Many 
persons are reluctant to throw them away because of 
the beauty and the association of the pictures. But 
if they are put away in a box or a drawer they will 
be forgotten, and practically useless. 

A teacher in a Beginners Department uses the cal- 
endars in this way: The picture, with a one-inch mar- 
gin below it, is cut off. A strip of gummed paper, 
such as is used‘for sealing packages, reinforces the 
margin. A roll of the gummed paper may be bought 
at a stationery store, and costs about fifteen cents. 
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Holes are then punched in the margin to correspond 
with the holes in the leaflets used, which in this case 
are three and one-half inches apart. Loose-leaf book 
rings bind the pictures into an album. 

Old check-book covers make the nicest kind of 
covers for home-made loose-leaf books. With a sharp 
razor blade cut the covers along the check stubs. This 
makes a cover about eight inches wide and nine inches 
long. Sometimes it is necessary to trim off the white 
margin around the “frame” of the pictures, but this 
does not impair the value of the picture. 

An index may be made on a plain sheet of paper 
and kept in the front of the album. Because there is 
a picture on each side of the calendar sheets, they may 
be numbered 1, 1(a), 2, 2(a), and so on. 

When a particular picture is needed to illustrate a 
Sunday-school lesson, it is removed from the album and 
placed in the teacher’s loose-leaf notebook to be taken 
to Sunday-school, and shown to the children. 

Even the small pictures that appear on circulars 
advertising the Scripture calendars are used. Although 
they are only one and five eighths inches wide and two 
and three-quarters inches long, they are mounted on 
lightweight cardboard four and one-half inches wide 
by five and five-eighths inches long. Holes are punched 
in the cardboard and the pictures are placed in the 
loose-leaf album. They also are used to illustrate the 
lessons, and are passed among the children during the 
lesson period. 

The children’s interest in the pictures more than 
repays the teacher for the time spent in making the 
album of pictures from old Scripture calendars. 

Easton, Pa. 














The Piano Stool That Collapsed 


How Robert Harkness made a success out of a fall, and other experiences that he had as he 
toured the Continent recently giving Gospel song and story recitals 














T SEEMED as if the rain would never cease. As 

Mr. and Mrs. Harkness entered the New Mexico 
town the storm began. It was a succession of light- 
ning, thunder, and rain until 7 A. M. the following 
day. The night was dark beyond description and the 
country roads became a series of quagmires. But in 
spite of the bad conditions, muddy roads, and other 
difficulties, they had to keep faith with the people. 

One had to grope his way through the mud and the 
darkness. On such a night there might: be: a mere 
handful -ef people present. The church: was dimly 
lighted and the door was closed. As it opened, great 
was their surprise to find the building filled with peo- 
ple from near and far. The pastor was relieved as 
they entered, for he feared the rough weather would 
prevent their appearance. 

They discovered one group of ten people who had 
motored fifty-two miles for the service. Another pas- 


tor had brought a carload-forty-four miles. Then - 


the pastor introduced Mr.and Mrs. Harkness to a 
woman and her daughter —readers of THe SuNDAY 
Scoot Times—who had come that day a distance 
of one hundred and twenty miles to enjoy the messages 
in song. The Times had carried the arinouncement of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harkness’s visit far and wide. This 
woman had traveled the distance over the roughest 
roads, crossing a mountain range at an altitude of 
about seven thousand feet. She had brought her 
young daughter in the hope that she would make a 
surrender to the Lord for life service. 

As the program ended and the appeal for life service 
was given, among those who responded was the daugh- 
ter. And as they bade the woman good night, with 
a suggestion that she find a home in town overnight, 
she replied: “We shall drive home through the storm, 
happy in the blessing received. And,” she added with 
emphasis, “we have learned two new choruses. We 
shall sing them all the way home.” -And they started 
out into the dense darkness, over rutted roads, across 
the mountain divide to the little homestead, with a 
fresh vision of service. 

The church in an Illinois town was well filled for 
an afternoon session of sacred song. The high school 
students of the higher grades had come in a body. 
beautiful new grand piano, the gift of a woman friend, 
was to be played for the first time and dedicated to 
the Lord’s service. The opening number was a series 
of piano variations on the theme, “Pass me not, 
gentle Saviour.” Just as the climax of the variations 
was reached in extended arpeggios, the piano stool col- 
page ges the Australian pianist fell to the floor, with 
a thud. 

The audience showed varied emotions. Some laughed 
outright, others merely smiled, while a few sensed 
the danger in such an untimely fall. A piano bench 
was soon secured and the pianist continued his arpeggio 
variation to its logical conclusion. But the fall proved 
to be a real blessing in disguise, for, as the pianist 
hit the floor there came to his mind the words of Jude 
24, “Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall- 


ing.” Along with this timely Scripture there came to 
mind a chorus he had written many years ago: 


He will keep you from falling 
He will keep to the end; 

What a Saviour is Jesus, 
What a wonderful Friend. 


As he addressed the large audience, Mr. Harkness 
told of the Scripture and the chorus. He emphasized 
the precious truth of the keeping power of Christ and 
then taught the audience the chorus. 

And the sequel’ was not missing, for that evening 
a nurse who was in attendance upon the donor of the 
piano said: “Your fall this afternoon means that I 
have handed my life over to the Lord for such service 
as he has for me. I have been afraid to trust him 
for future guidance, but that text of Scripture and 
the chorus have banished all doubt. I have been fight- 
ing a call to foreign missionary work. Now I am 
ready to go.” 

-An invitation came to visit a small town in North 
Carolina. On arrival Mr. Harkness found that such 
local church: jealousy existed that it was impossible 
to obtain the use of a church. Each minister seemed 
tc ‘distrust. the other. So the one who arranged for 
the visit was in somewhat of a dilemma as to a place 
for the program. 

The town sheriff came to the rescue with the offer 
of the local courthouse for the great event. It was 
a great opportunity to substitute grace for law. So 
to the courthouse Mr. Harkness went. Soon he found 
himself near the judge’s bench with the prisoners’ 
stand. and the’ attorneys’ tables and chairs near by. 
Just across the intervening space were the jury seats. 
The room’ was very dimly lit, and he was at once 
reminded of an observation Mr. Alexander used to 
make: “The Devil is in bad.ventilation and a dim light.” 
But the matter of improving the lighting was beyond 
control. 

.An old piano of doubtful vintage sat complacently 
near the witness stand. It was so old that it would 
need ‘an antiquarian to pronounce its age. Its keys 
were disreputably colored. Some of the celluloid keys 
were thoroughly “uncelluloided.” And the tone was 
metallic, untuneful, and decidedly degrading. 

Over the courthouse sixty prisoners were housed. 
The two jailers wanted to attend the programs, so 
Mr. Harkness suggested that they might invite all 
the prisoners for the evening. “Easier to get them 
“—_ than to get them back to the cells,” said the offi- 
cial. 

It was the most difficult evening Mr. Harkness has 
had in many a year. The element of law seemed to 
defy all ‘mention of grace.. The people were —as he 
discovered when it was time to stop—dquite a nice 
friendly lot. But they absolutely refused to sing much. 
After great effort he induced some of them to join 
in the new chorus. But it presented a great oppor- 
tunity to give them a testimony, and he took advan- 
tage of it as he told them of his own conversion. They 
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listened very attentively. The dim light seemed to be 
forgotten, The poor response to the appeal to sing 
faded away, and in the end they showed a very fine 
interest, 

Once in a while in his long period of world-wide 
work, Mr. Harkness has experienced the novelty of 
playing the piano in the dark. Such an experience 
came recently in a New Jersey church. For nearly 
twenty minutes the church was in darkness due to 
electrical trouble. But the program continued. Piano 
numbers interspersed with stories of some of his songs 
occupied the time. The suggestion was made that 
“God is light and in him is no darkness at all” (1 John 
1:5). The pianist followed this with 1 John 1:6, 
“If we say that we have fellowship with him and 
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.” 

As he was leaving the church a young man ap- 
proached him and said, “I have been in the dark too 
long. Now I want the light.” A brief statement of 
the plan of -salvation followed and there is reason to 
believe that the young man passed from death to life. 

These sacred song recitals are not mere entertain- 
ments. The objective is always spiritual and every 
item is a spiritual message in itself. Each service 
finds a climax in the new Scripture chorus, the music 
of which is written by Mr. Harkness. Verses are 
quoted by those in the audience, and, after the pastor 
has selected a text, the music is immediately composed. 
Then the audience learns the new chorus. 

One of these choruses is responsible for a changed 
minister. This pastor selected “Rejoice in the Lord 
alway: and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). The 
musician struck a note of real triumph and joy in 
his apt musical setting. The pastor joined in singing 
it. In response to an invitation by the pianist, a 
woman, who only a week before had the sorrow of 
the loss of her only child, rose and sang the new 
chorus. She had experienced real victory in Christ. 
The pastor was told of this. The following Sunday 
morning he taught his congregation the new chorus. 
Then he said: “My message changes from this day. 
What the world needs is the joy of the presence and 
victory of Christ. And I shall preach that message.” 

Much more might be written describing the experi- 
ences of Mr. and Mrs. Harkness during their tour. 
They have traveled by car from the Pacific to the At- 
lantic. They have visited over two hundred churches 
and given two hundred and thirty programs. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Harkness are continuing their 
tour of Gospel Song Recitals in Florida, Georgia, and 
South and North Carolina during the winter months. 
No financial guarantee is required and no admission 
charges are made. A freewill offering is taken at 
each meeting to cover expenses and remuneration, The 
following dates are still open: 

January 4-9, en route from Orlando to Fort Pierce, Fla. 

pe 10-12, Fort Pierce, Fla. 

* 13-18, Palm Beach, Fla. 

"f 19-21, Lake Worth, Fila. 

‘6 22, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
ae 23-31, Miami, Fla. 


Many souls have been won to Christ through Mr. 
Harkness’s meetings, and Christians have been brought 
out of the darkness ‘of failure to a life of joy and 
victory in Christ. Pastors, Sunday-school superintend- 
ents, or other Christian workers, who would like to 
arrange for meetings with Mr. Harkness, should write 
him at once in care of THE Sunpay ScnHoot Times, 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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When They Didn’t Want to Go 


HE following is from a letter written to a friend 

by one of the leaders of the recent Thanksgiving 
Week-end Conference at America’s Keswick, Keswick 
Grove, N. J.: 


“I am so glad I went to Keswick! I didn’t want 
to go a bit! It just didn’t seem possible to tear away 
from the crowded obligations of my work here, as 
you well know. But it was really one of the blessed- 
est, most wonderful conferences I have known any- 
where, and our hearts were all praising God indeed 
at the Say-So meeting Sunday afternoon, and long 
before that. After a young woman had given a Say-So, 
confessing that she had not wanted to come to Keswick 
at all, but now praising God, with tears of joy in her 
eyes, that she had come; and another, one of the 
speakers, had said she did not want to come but knew 
she must, and she praised God for it; I made my con- 
fession and told them I hadn’t wanted to come at all 
and was so glad, now, I hadn’t been able to get out 


of it! Really, it was wonderful the way people —they - 


were mostly young people there— were led out into 
full surrender, full faith, and problems were solved 
and discouragement was dissipated. Just the old, ever 
new message that our life is Christ, to me to live is 
Christ, his grace is sufficient, and the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus hath made us free. Oh, how 
God did bless his Word.” ; 
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LESSON 3. JANUARY 17. JESUS AND NICODEMUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 3: 1-21 


Golden Text.—God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 


perish, but have everlasting life.—John 3 : 16 


in him should not 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 1-16 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 There was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus by night, and 
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God: for no 
man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him. 


3 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God. 


4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can 
a man be born when he is old? can he 
enter the second time into his mother’s 
womb, and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. , 

6 That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. 

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye 
must be born again. ey: 

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

1 Now there was a man of the Phari- 
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: 2 the same came unto him by night, 
and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God; for no one 
cah do these signs that thou doest, except 
God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born 1 anew, he can- 
not see the kingdom of God. 4 Nicodemus 
saith unto him, How can a man be born 
when he is old? can he enter a second time 
into his mother’s womb, and be born? 5 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except one be born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. 6 That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that 
I said unto thee, Ye must be born ! anew. 
8 * The wind bloweth where it will, and 
thou hearest the voice thereof, but know- 
est not whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit. : 

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto 
him, How can these things be? 

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Art thou a master of Israel, and know- 
est not these things? 

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We 
speak that we do know, and testify that 
we have seen; and ye receive not our wit- 


12 If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, 
if I tell you of heavenly things? 

13 And no man hath ascended up to 
heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven. 

14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by 
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the Spirit. 9 Nicodemus answered and 
said unto him, How can these things be? 
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art 
thou the teacher of Israel, and understand- 
est not these things? 11 Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, We speak that which we 
know, and bear witness of that which we 
have seen; and ye receive not our wit- 
ness. 12 If I told you earthly things and 
ye believe not, how shall ye believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13 And no 
one hath ascended into heaven, but he that 
descended out of heaven, even the Son of 
man, *who is in heaven. 14 And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up; 15 that whosoever * believeth 
may in him have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
_ soever believeth on him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. 

1 Or, from above. See v. 31; 19: 11; 

Jas. 1:17; 3:15, 17. *Or, the Spirit 

breatheth. *Many ancient authori- 

ties omit, who is in heaven. * Or, be- 

lieveth in him may have. 


International Council of Religious Education, 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ORE people, doubtless, have been won to Christ 
M through the testimony of the Gospel according 

to John than through any other writing. This 
was the specific purpose for which it was written 
(John 20:31), and the Lord’s Word always accom- 
plishes its purpose. And it may well be that the third 
chapter of John has been an instrument of soul-win- 
ning beyond any other chapter of the Gospel. If we 
should choose a verse from the chapter as the pre- 
eminent “soul-winner” verse, we must take the Golden 
Text of the lesson, of the chapter, of the Gospel, and 
the Golden Text of the Bible: John 3: 16. 

To understand and accept John 3:16 is to accept 
the whole of the new birth chapter and of John’s Gos- 
pel and of the whole Bible. This should be the glori- 
ous aim in the teaching of the matchless lesson, that 
our pupils who have not yet been born from above 
may join the multitudes who have believed. unto life 
through these words. 


The Historical Setting 


The first of the famous Passovers in the life of our 
Lord (john 2:13), during which the interview with 
Nicodemus occurred, was probably in the year A. D. 
27. An early tradition names January 6 or 10 as the 
day of the baptism of our Lord, in which case he went 
to Jerusalem about three months after the call of the 
first disciples and the first miracle in Cana of Galilee. 
But some scholars hold that the ministry of John be- 
gan in the spring of 26 and that the baptism of the 
Lord occurred in the autumn. 


Verse by Verse 


John 3:1.—There was a man. Nicodemus was one 
of those who believed because of the miracles he saw 
in Jerusalem, but he did not have personal faith in 
Jesus as Messiah and Saviour (2: 23-25; 3:11, 12). 

A ruler of the Jews. A member of the Sanhedrin 
(Greek name for Council), consisting of seventy elders 
and the high priest. Only John mentions Nicodemus, 
in three passages that speak volumes (7:50; 19: 39). 

Verse 2—Came to Jesus by night. The secrecy of 
the visit was clearly because of fear of the Jews. We 
should appreciate his difficult position and the deep 
earnestness of a Pharisee who would seek out the 
Rabbi who had just incurred the enmity of the rulers. 
But this lack of full and open committal to Christ is 
severely rebuked in John 12: 42, 43. 


Verse 3.—Except a man be born again. The word 
means either born “anew” or born “from above.” 
Wherever else John uses the word, it always means 
“from above” (see 3:31; 19:11), and this is probably 
the meaning here. One who is born from above is 
“born again” (1 Pet. 1:3, 23; Jas. 1:18). 

Cannot see the kingdom of God. Only here and in 
verse 5 does the expression “kingdom of God” appear 
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in John. The land was ringing with the message of 
John the Baptist that the kingdom of God or the 
kingdom of Heaven was at hand (Matt. 3:2), and 
our Lord took up the same message (Matt. 4:17; 
Luke 16:16). The object of Nicodemus was to dis- 
cuss this kingdom. To “see” and to “enter into” the 
kingdom are figures that express the same thought: 
to experience salvation. There are various manifes- 
tations of the kingdom of God, and this individual 
entrance through the new birth is consistent with the 
further truth that in the future there is to be a full 
pe i aaa of the kingdom of God on earth (Luke 
19: 21). 

_Verse 5.—Born of water and of the Spirit. The 
divine commentary on John 3:5 is Titus 3:5: “he 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing 
of the Holy Ghost.” “Water” is here used as a figure 
for the spiritual reality, and does not refer to water 
baptism, although the water in the divinely appointed 
ordinance of baptism is also a symbol of the spiritual 
reality (cf. Acts 15:9 and 2 Cor. 5:17). 

Verse 8.—The wind bloweth. Seated on the flat 
roof (reached by the outside stairway) of what Eder- 
sheim suggests may have been John’s house in Jeru- 
salem, they heard the wind and felt the fresh spring 
breezes. You cannot explain the movings of the wind, 
but you can experience the results, and adjust your 





Senator Nicodemus 


By Amos R. Wells 


EOPLE’S Conqueror,’ Nicodemus, member of 

the Sanhedrin, wise amid earth’s myriad path- 
ways, sought the road to travel in, wisely sought 
the wondrous Teacher, prudently by night he came, 
for a senator is careful of his grave and reverend name. 
Strangely spoke the wondrous Teacher, bidding 
him be born anew. Nicodemus answered, ‘‘ Rabbi, 
how can such a thing be true?” Said the Saviour, 
** What I tell you is a thing I surely know. From 
the Heaven I descended, back to Heaven I will go. 
From the Heaven I descended, from my Father’s 
Home above, that the world might know the power 
of the heavenly Father’s love; that the souls should 
never perish, who on God’s own Son believe; that 
believers should not perish, but eternal life receive.’’ 
Nicodemus heard the message, took it quietly to 
heart, till at last in open loyalty he played a hero’s 
part; till at last with loving Joseph, on the Saviour’s 
final day, bold he claimed the broken body, laid it 
in the tomb away. . People’s Conqueror, Nicodemus, 
conqueror of human pride, we would hear the Sav- 
iour’s message, we would stand by Jesus” side, we 
would break the bonds of station, wordly wealth 
and empty lore, and with you would humbly follow 
as the Saviour goes before. 





1“ Nicodemus,” translated literally, means “* Victor over the 
people.”’ 











life to them; and so with the mystery of being born 
of the Spirit. Note that “born of the Spirit” is “born 

.. of God” (John 1:13). The Holy Spirit is God. 

Verse 10.—Thou a master of Israel, and knowest not 
these things? ‘The new birth is not a new revelation 
of the New Testament. All Old Testament saints 
were saved by being born of the Spirit. Nicodemus, 
a rabbi or teacher, should have known Ezekiel 36: 25- 
27 and its teaching about cleansing and a new heart. 


Verse 12.—Earthly things .. . heavenly things. The 
new birth and our responsibility to believe have their 
earthly side, and these must be believed before we can 
go on to the heavenly mysteries (note Eph. 1: 3, 20; 
2:63 3: 103:6:. 12). 

Verse 13—No man hath ascended . . . the Son of 
man which is in heaven. That is, no one has gone 
to Heaven to understand these mysteries except the 
One who was there and descended. The words “which 
is in heaven” suggest the mystery of the seen and un- 
seen worlds, and the mystery of the divine-human Per- 
— he was “in the bosom of the Father” while on 
earth. 


Verse 14.—The serpent in the wilderness. See com- 
ments under Special Lesson Topics. 

Verse 16.—For God. Salvation with all its marvel 
and mercy and grace and glory begins with God. So 
loved. God is love, and the word “so” is a symbol for 
inexpressible love, without measure. Loved the world. 
He loved lost sinners—all of them. This fact that 
God’s love goes out to the undeserving is one of the 
wonders of his love emphasized in Scripture (Rom. 5: 
8; Eph. 2:4, 5). He tells us to love our enemies. 
He does not love us for what he sees we will be, but 
because he is love (1 John 4:10). That he gave his 
only begotten Son. This means he gave his Son to be 
lifted up to die. “Hereby we know love,” we are told 
in r John 3:16, because he did this very thing, laid 
down his life for us. That whosoever believeth in him. 
The “whosoever” is universal, and‘ believing means to 
believe in the crucified Saviour, not to believe as Nico- 
demus did. Should not perish. The great love verse 
of the Bible has in it the most terrible word in the 
language, “perish.” The reality of that is as surely 
great as the reality of the love. The Gospel is for 
sinners, for men deserving hell, for men-who will 
perish if they are not born from above; and “perish” 
in Scripture never means “annihilated.” But have 
everlasting life. One of God’s glorious “buts” (Rom. 
3:21; Titus 3:4). Eternal life is not merely never- 
ending life, for men who perish have continued exist- 
ence, but it is the life of the eternal God, a quality of 
life, “that eternal life, which was with the Father, 
and was manifested unto us” (1 John 1: 2). 

The fact that. great scholars have differed on the 
question whether verses 16 to 21 are the words of 
the Lord Jesus to Nicodemus or the words of John 
emphasizes the truth that.all the words are given by 
the Holy Spirit. No indication is given that the con- 
versation ends before verse 21, but some say that the 
Lord Jesus never uses the expression “only begotten 
Son.” Dr. Griffith Thomas suggested tha: the closing 


(Continued on page 11) 
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The Land of the Bible 
‘Then—and ‘loday 


By SAMUEL H. CUFF, Managing Director, 
Travel Institute of Bible Research 


Here is a “‘dream trip” to the scenes of the International Uniform Lessons for this quarter. 
It will be second only to visiting the land yourself. 


This is to be a story of the 
Land as it is today. It is being 
written in the hope that it will 
bring many thousands closer to 
Christ and closer to His teach- 
ings. And there never has been 
a time since He died on Calvary 
when there was a greater need 

for his teachings. 

In our work, both in the United States and in Jeru- 
salem, it has been our privilege to accompany many 
hundreds of Christian men and women when they 
visited the sacred Land. Without exception they 
found a new inspiration. Their Bibles became vivid, 
and living. His teachings were brought closer. The 
difficulties of adjusting those teach- 
ings to modern demands vanished as 
mist before the rising sun. 

To see the land as Christ saw it. 
To stand on the actual spots where , 
He once stood and:to follow in His 
footsteps throughout the entire land. 

In this story it is our aim to take 
you on a “dream trip” to the Holy 
Land—to let you visit in your mind 
the scene of each International Sun- 
day School Lesson during the current 
quarter. You will find it inspiring. 

It will make each lesson more vivid 
—alive—forceful. 

In order to gain the maximum 
from our descriptions, I suggest that 
you preserve this article, preferably 
in your Bible. As you study each 
lesson you will find it intgnsely in- 
teresting tc read how the Land in 
this particular locality appears to- 
day. You will obtain a clearer pic- 
ture of the lesson and.the situations 
which prompted the teachings. It 
will be much easier to apply. those 
teachings to our modern world. 

So come with us—for a -dream 
trip. It is afternoon. Our giant ship has left Phaleron 
Bay and is steaming majestically toward Beirut. We 
have been refreshed in body and mind by days at sea 
on the palatial liners of the P. & O., Cunard or Fabre 
lines and are looking forward eagerly to the days 
ahead in the Holy Land. The islands of the Greek 
archipelago are both to right and left of us. 

There is one especially which attracts us. 
Like the others, it has huge cliffs of solid rock 
which tower over the blue waters of the 
Aegean Sea like battlements. It is the island 
known to all Christians by the name of Pat- 
mos, and it was there John received the 
Revelation. In all, the island is only ten miles f 
long and six miles wide. Today the huge / 
monastery of St, John crowns the hill back of 
the port (Scala) and with its towers and 
battlements resembles an ancient fortress. 

The first lesson of 1932 is found in John 1:1-18. 
There the apostle tells the story of the Son of God 
coming to earth. As he sat on the rocks of Patmos 
and gazed out to sea, no doubt his thoughts turned 
backward to those glorious years he spent with the 
Saviour. Now as we gaze at Patmos we too can 
turn back our thoughts to the teachings which have 
meant so much to us. 

But we do not stop at Patmos. Interesting though 
it is because of the association with John, a still 
greater interest lies ahead. Beirut, the Gateway to 
the Holy Land, will be reached the following day, so, 
as the sun sinks into the sea behind us, we take one 
last look at Patmos and turn our eyes eastward. 








Beirut today is the port of Syria, a French protec- 
torate, and the precise efficiency of the omnipresent 
French Colonial troops form a marked contrast to the 
world we seek. So we do not tarry but, in imagina- 
tion, transport ourselves immediately to the land of 
the second lesson. 

On January 10, our lesson tells the story of the first 
disciples (John 1:35-45). In the days of our Lord 
and, even to this day, the roads between Galilee and 
Jerusalem were almost impassable during the spring 
season. Hence the natural and less difficult way to 
make the journey was to follow the fertile Jordan 
valley. This the Saviour was doing when the Bap- 
tism took place. The exact location is not known but 
presumably it was due east of Jericho. The recruit- 





The world famous S.S. Aquitania of the Cunard Line will carry hundreds 


of Christians across the ocean this year. 


ing of the disciples took place east of the Plain of 
Esdraelon, and continued on to the southeast of the Sea 
of Galilee, thence around to Bethsaida on the north. 

Today the fertile valley of the Jordan is still tilled 
by peasants, shepherds watch their flocks, and on the 
Sea of Galilee the fishermen still stretch their nets as 
they have done for thousands of years. During 
the spring of the year the Jordan is a glori- 
ous flood.of water bringing new fertility 
to the land. Each tree, shrub, and blade of 
grass seems awakened with new life. The 
natives who now inhabit the land are of al- 
most pure Semitic blood, but of course they 
are not of the Jewish religion. Ever since 
the wave of Islam swept the land they have 
been worshippers of the Mohammedan faith. 
These natives, in all probability, are very 
similar types and possibly direct descend- 
ants of the ones our Lord knew and loved so well. 
We shall meet many of them as we follow the Jordan 
southward and then cross the hills to Jerusalem. 

The lesson for January 17 is based on the story of 
Jesus and Nicodemus as related by the apostle John 
(John 3:1-16). The city today has many homes which 
are not unlike those the Saviour visited; the stone 
fences and roads are almost identical, and in some 
cases have remained unchanged. There are, of course, 
many churches and mosques that were not in the city 
as our Lord knew it, but the general appearance, 
probably, has not changed a great deal. 

The exact location within the city where Nicodemus 
visited Jesus is not known, however there are many 


typical homes still existing that will give us the re- 
quired background. During the week of the Passover 
the Jewish residents of the city conduct the ceremony 
in exactly the same manner as they have for more 
than 3,000 years. This is one of the times they appear 
at the Wailing Wall in large numbers to lament the 
destruction of the Temple and the dispersion of their 
race. Originally the wall was a part of Solomon's 
Temple, but now it forms the eastern wall of the 
Mosque of Omar area and, as such, is a holy place 
for the Mohammedans. 

There is so much to see in Jerusalem that it is diffi- 
cult for us to leave, but the next lesson takes us to 
Samaria. The lesson for January 24 is the story of 
the Samaritan woman (John 4:9-26) and takes place 
outside the city of Sychar at Jacob's 
Well. Samaria in the days of our 
Saviour was the land immediately 
north of Judea and south of Galilee, 
yet its residents were not of the 
Jewish faith. It was an arid coun- 
try like all of Palestine, and water 
was a precious possession and wells 
were owned by the community. 
Jacob’s Well was dug by Jacob and, 
according to legend, bequeathed to 
the Samaritans who cherished it 
highly. It is one of ‘the very few 
artesian wells in Palestine. Today 
it still exists and still furnishes water 
to the thirsty. The stones about it 
are worn with time. Innumerable 
thousands have refreshed themselves 
from its waters and rested by its 
side, just as Jesus did on the day 
of our lesson. 


Drink at Jacob’s Well 


In appearance the well is not 
radically different from the wells 
one sees on the older American and 
European farms. The diameter of 

the well is about five feet. Around it a wall of nat- 
ural rock is built to a height of about three feet and 
every day the native women could be seen drawing 
their water supply in earthenware vessels. 

As a general rule these earthenware vessels are not 
glazed. The water slowly seeps through the pottery 
and evaporates, thus keeping cool both the vessel 
and its contents. 

For our next lesson, that of January 31, we must 
proceed still farther northward to the shores of the 





Sifting wheat from 
ff is still a 

household 
task in the land which has stood still for centuries. 








Sea of Galilee. This lesson (John 6:1-13, 48-51) tells 
the story of Jesus feeding the multitude. The scene 
probably was on the northeastern slope of the Sea of 
Galilee during the spring. The grass was green and 
John speaks of the mountains. The Sea of Galilee, 
like the Dead Sea, is lower than the level of the 
Mediterranean, but unlike the larger body of water it 
is not excessively salty. The water is slightly brack- 
ish, but nevertheless it is commonly used for drinking. 
The scene of this lesson is one of loveliness and beauty. 
With a background of dark hills the multitude rests 
on the green velvet of the plains, the sea sparkling in 
-the sunlight just as we see it today on our dream trip. 


From Galilee to Jerusalem 


Now we must retrace our steps to Jerusalem for the 
sixth lesson of the year, that of February 7. It is 
John 8:31-36, and again we see Jesus in scholarly dis- 
cussion with the Jews. These discussions may have 
taken place in the temple itself or possibly beneath the 
shade of one of the multitude of olive trees. As we 
wander through the city we shall see innumerable 
spots, all of which He visited, and any one of which 
may have been the exact spct where He said to the 
world, “The truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). 

As in all ancient cities, the streets of Jerusalem are 
narrow and winding. Squat houses are built close to 
both sides of the road. Travelers on foot, donkeys 
laden with all manner of burdens, herds of sheep and 
goats, camels, and even modern motor cars wind their 
way through the streets, while the residents, behind 
closed doors and windows, seem to be oblivious to 
the outside world. Ancient olive and fig trees nod 
lazily and provide refreshing shade for 
the wayfarers. 

If we were to visit Jerusalem this 
spring—at the time of the Passover— 
the scene would be not a great deal dif- 
ferent from the one which met Christ’s 
eyes when He came to Jerusalem ta give 
us the passage used in the lesson for 
February 7. 


CANADA 


In Jericho, women still sit before their doors 
and make bread as 
their ancestors have 
done for thousands 
of years. 


Likewise the setting for. the lesson of February 14 
is within the city of Jerusalem. It is the story of the 
man born blind as told in John 9:1-11, 30-38, and as 
we visit Jerusalem it will be easy for us to picture the 


group walking dewn the stony road on that memor- 


able Sabbath morning. We shall see the blind beggar 
groping toward the pool of Siloam on the outskirts of 
the city to the southeast. The streets are narrow and 
winding. On either side are low walls of stone by 
which the beggar guides himself. We shall wonder 
whether some of these very stones were not touched 
by His hands—whether some of these walls did not 
provide a place for Him to rest during the heat of 


the day. 


Now we must leave the city again and go in ‘imag- 
ination into the countryside where’ the sheep still 


graze as they have for thousands of years. For al- 
though the lesson for February 21 (John 10:1-16) 


probably was spoken within the city, the parable will 
be made more vivid by a visit to one of the flocks 


that shepherds still tend among the hills. In the land 
today, even as in the time of our Lord, sheep are one 
of the most important of the domestic animals. Among 
the rocks and hills and on the desert there is a com- 
paratively limited amount of food, even for these 
hardy ‘animals.- The good shepherd guides his flock to 
the fields of plenty. The indolént or ignorant suffer 
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their sheep to be lost. As we look at flocks the words 
“The Lord is my shepherd” will take a new signifi- 
cance—for a shepherd in the land of the Bible either 
gives life or destroys it. 

To Bethany. Beyond the walls of Jerusalem to 
the southeast, lies the village of Bethany where 
Lazarus lived with his sisters, Mary and Martha. 
Our lesson for February 28 is one of the most beau- 
tiful in the entire Gospel of John (John 11:32-44), 
and on our visit to Bethany it will seem as if time 
had turned back 2,000 years and we too were among 
the witnesses to one of the greatest of Christ’s 
miracles. Bethany has changed little throughout the 
ages. Squat buildings of stone and rcugh wood 
still house the natives. A well, centuries old, still 
supplies the water that women carry in earthen jars, 
just as did Mary and Martha when Jesus came to 
visit them. Flocks of sheep can be seen in the dis- 
tance. The tinkle of camel bells heralds the ap- 
proach of a caravan, yet the village does not awaken, 
The caravan, like the years, will pass by Bethany. 

Today the village of Bethany is known by the 
Arabic name gf El’ Azariyeh. 
Only about thirty families comprise 
the entire population, in spite of 
the fact that its location on the 
eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives is an ideal one from many 
standpoints. In the time of Jesus 
the village probably was more 
prosperous and more thickly popu- 
lated, as it was a favorite retreat 
not only for the Saviour but also 
for many residents of Jerisalem. 


ALGERIA 


2 





ship carries us closer to ‘the land 


During the Mohammedan invasion much of the 
village was destroyed but it is claimed by 
many that the home of Mary and Martha as 
well as the sepulcher “of Lazarus are still 
preserved. During our dream trip we shall 
visit them—a house of stone and rough 
timber, a sepulcher of native rock. Their 
authenticity does not concern us. We 
know we are walking the very streets He 
walk >d—finding rest where He found it. 
We are visiting the village that was dear 
to Him. 

And now, once more we follow the 
winding road into Jerusalem. We are about 
to reach the climax of our dream trip. 
One of the supreme inspirations of our Chris- 
tian lives is about to be given us; and as we 
enter the Sheep Gate (now called St. Stephens 
Gate) we bow our heads reverently, It is spring. 
The season of the Passover is here, and we follow 
in His footsteps. 

The scene of the last four lessons 
for the quarter lies within the city of 


JANUARY 2, 1932 ™ 











Across the Atlantic to the ever blue waters of the Mediterranean our 






















































From the hills, we look down upon Beth- 

lehem before we enter it. The ‘Wise 

Men” followed this road nearly 2000 years 
ago. 


worshippers of Allah. During the 
Crusades Jerusalem was_ several 
times in the possession of Christian 
troops, once for more than eighty 
years, but it was not until December 
9, 1917, when General Allenby en- 
tered the Jaffa Gate at the head of 
a British Army, that the Land came 
under the rule of a western Chris- 
tian government. 

The long Mohammedan occupa- 
tion, however, probably is respon- 
sible to a large extent for the preser- 
vation of the land, the buildings, and the customs. 
Europe would have modernized it. But today Jeru- 
salem is still a city of the East and a city of the past. 
As a Holy City of Islam many mosques have been 
erected of course, and the huge dome of the famous 
Mosque of Omar is the outstanding figure of the sky- 
line; but the homes of the people have changed but 
little. They live as their fathers, grandfathers, and 
great-grandfathers. It is not difficult for us to pic- 
ture Jerusalem just as He saw it. 


TURKEY 


Jerusalem as He Saw It 


Our lesson for March 6 is found in John 13:1-15 
and is the beautiful story of Jesus washing the feet of 
his disciples. As every one knows, this took place at 
the conclusion of the Last Supper. The traditional 
site of this evert is marked today by the Tomb of 
David (a Mohammedan property) and it is visited 
each year by many thousands of Christians. But in- 





Jerusalem itself. They are lessons of 
tremendous interest to every Chris- 
tian, and we shall understand them 
and their settings better if we review 
briefly a part of the turbulent history 
that has left its mark on the city. 

The Jerusalem Jesus knew was of 
course governed by the Roman procu- 
rator, Pontius Pilate. It was distinctly 
a Roman colony at that time, but dur- 
ing the succeeding one: hundred and 
fifty years two revolts against Roman 
authority were put down with cus- 
tomary ruthlessness and many build- 
ings were destroyed. In the year 326 
A.D. the emperor Constantine, having 
embraced Christianity, started the task 
of establishing authentic sites and 
erecting churches to commemorate the 
various acts, of Jesus while He was 
on earth. 

For approximately three hundred 
years after Constantine the Roman emperors vied with 
each other in glorifying the Holy City with all man- 
ner of memorials. Then came the Moslem wave from 
the East, bringing the newborn religion of Islam. 
Christians and Jews alike fell before their fury and 
Jerusalem was established as a Holy City for the 





Crude plows drawn by many different kinds of animals 
are still used to till the land. 


teresting though it is, the background we seek -is: not. 
available at the site. We must seek an ‘ancient -home: 


in Jerusalem so that we may see exactly the surround- 
ings which existed on that day nearly 2,000 years ago. 

We shall not walk far before we reach a home or 
an inn which in general outline and structure is prob- 


Lesson for January 17 


ably a counterpart of the one our Lord and His dis- 
ciples honored. Like all the ancient houses of the 
city, it is built entirely of stone. On the roof are the 
distinctive domes with which all Christians have been 
familiar since story-book days. The entire structure 


encloses a courtyard which is the central meeting place 
for the family. 

The Last Supper was held in a room on the second 
floor which, in the house we are visiting, is reached 
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Now the supper is over. Night has fallen, and un- 
der the blazing stars of the East we follow in His 
steps across the city. When the hour is late we reach 
Gethsemane. The city sleeps. Into this very garden 
He went alone to pray and to suffer for the sins of the 
world. Probably there can be few greater inspira- 
tions for any Christian than to stand on this hallowed 
ground. 

Gethsemane today probably is somewhat smaller 

than the garden 
our Lord knew. 
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Jerusalem today as it appears from the Mount of 

Olives. The dome in the foreground marks the 

Mosque of Omar built on the traditional site 
of Solomon’s Temple. 


by a stairway from the courtyard. Floors 
and ceiling of stone, worn*smooth by 
centuries; an archway leading to the 
roof;—as we gaze upon this room 
occupied today by guests of the “good- 
man” who is our host, we can almost 
imagine time has been turned back to 
the day when “a man bearing a pitcher 
of water” guided Peter and John to the 
scene of the Feast. 


At the conclusion of the Supper, ac- 
cording to custom, the Saviour and His 
disciples left the room where they had 
eaten and probably sat upon the roof, over- 
looking the city. This is the setting for the les- 
son of March 13, which 
is the story of Jesus 
comforting His disciples 
as told in John 14:1-18. 

On our dream trip, the 
stone pavement of the roof is 
bathed in moonlight. The city 
lies at our feet, resting in the 
cool of the evening. On other 
roofs, many family groups can be 
seen, because the Feast of Un- 
leavened Bread has ended and 
the roof is the porch to a Pales- 
tinian family.. The twelve listen 
while He comforts them. And we read again those 
words of comfort and find in them a fiew significance. 
They become a personal message—a message direct 
from Him. 

















Fishermen stretch their nets in the Sea of Galilee 
in the same way as the Disciples who became 
*° “fishers of men.” 


The site however 
is absolutely au- 
thentic and every- 
thing has been 
done to keep it 
unchanged. An- 
cient olive and 
fig trees shadow 
its winding 
paths. It isa 
haven for the 
Weary, a tiny bit 
of the earth’s sur- 
face made for- 
ever sacred, 
awn ap- 
proaches. Shafts 
of yellow, vio- 
let, and req 
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It seems unfortunate that the exact site of Golgotha 
is not agreed upon by the authorities. Constantine, 
after he embraced Christianity, sent Bishop Macarius 
to Jerusalem in order to establish the exact location of 
both Calvary and the Tomb, and upon his report was 
based the choice of the present location of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher. Scholars as far back as 754 
A.D. questioned the authenticity of this location and 
controversy continues to this day. During the nine- 
teenth century, a theory was advanced that the loca- 
tion was to the north of the city at a site now known 
as “Gordan’s Calvary.” Still later another site ad- 
joining the area of the “Tombs of the Kings” was ad- 
vanced for consideration and many believe it to be 
the authentic Golgotha. 


The Roads to Calvary 


Of course, on our dream trip and also if we should 
visit Jerusalem in person, all these sites will be 
visited. The roads to all of them still remain as the 
roads described by the apostles. For part of the jour- 
ney they are the same and whether we turn to right 
or left is of little importance in this day and age. The 
fact that we have seen these things with our own eyes, 
and walked the same ground Christ once trod, is sufh- 
cient. We have lived for awhile in the world as He 
knew it while He was on earth. 

He is risen. What glory we shall find on this day 
that marks His resurrection, if we can be in the land 
where He lived. Our lesson for Easter Sunday is the 
glorious story as told by John (John 20:11-20), and 
in Jerusalem as in all Christendom it is a day of great 

rejoicing. Modern Jerusalem is unlike the Jerusalem 
of old on this occasion. Instead of a small band 
of followers hiding in obscure homes, thousands 

upon thousands lift up their voices in rejoicing. 
Christians from all over the world have 
traveled thousands of miles in order to be 
in the Holy City on this day. 
As in the case of Calvary the location of 
the tomb has not been authenticated. Each 
of the sites selected for Calvary includes 
a site for the sepulcher, and on Easter 
Sunday thousands of Christians will be 
worshipping His. name at all of them. 
Throughout .the land we shall see 
many tombs which, in design, are al- 
most identical with the hallowed one. 
As the Scriptures tell us, it was hewn 
out of rock and before it a stone was 
rolled. On our dream trip we shall see 
such tombs. We may enter if we wish 
and then as we read again the story as 
told by John, a new and deeper under- 
derstanding is sure to result. 
Our dream trip is ended. We have visited 
the scenes for the first lessons of the year. 
Now the Land fades into the distance as our 
ship steams toward the West—and home. We 
hope these descriptions have made the Land more 
reaJ to you. We hope they have given you a clearer 
and better understanding of His teachings. If they 





The S.S. Providence of the 
Fabre Line is one of the 
greyhounds of the sea 
most of our pafties use. 


pierce the sky above 
the Mount of Olives. 
In our mind’s eye we 
see men with lanterns 
approaching. The dis- 
ciples awake. Judas 
betrays Him. Peter, 
in anger, cuts off the 
right ear of the high 
priest’s servant. The 
march to the seat of 
judgment has begun. 
In the time of Jesus 
the palace of Pilate 
was joined to a tower 
in the Temple area 
by an arch. - Beneath 
the arch was a court- 
yard where prisoners 
were brought before 
the Governor. Today the Temple has been replaced 
by the Mosque of Omar and the site of Pilate’s palace 
is occupied by an orphanage. The courtyard has be- 
come part of a thoroughfare. 

Our lesson for March 20 is the story of the cruci- 
fixion as related by John (John 19:17-22, 25-30). On 
our dream trip we shall walk from the courtyard be- 
fore Pilate’s house and follow the path He followed 
on the day of crucifixion. On either side we see the 
low stone houses with white domes glistening m the 
sun. Under our feet will be stone pavements. In 
every step we will find an inspiration. 














The fig trees provide both shade and food for the Palestinians. 


have helped, we are thankful and our work is well 
done. 

It is our hope also that you have come to realize the 
infinite benefits which can be gained by a visit to the 
Land itself. Never before has there been a greater 
need for Christ’s teachings. Never before has there 
been a greater need for Christian men and women to 
have a deeper understanding of them. 

You have an opportunity to journey across the sea 
to the Holy Land and there to follow in His footsteps. 
You are asked to come closer and look upon the world 
He saw while on earth. But unlike the pilgrims of 
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old, you will not be asked to undergo hardships or 
discomforts. Your path will be made easy. Your 
trip will be a fascinating adventure, a fruitful holi- 
day, and an inspiration that will remain with you 
always. 

Groups of pilgrims are now organizing under the 
auspices of the leading religious publications all over 
America. The Travel Institute of Bible Research 
has been engaged to make all arrangements 
and to conduct our regular Bible study tours 
in Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. Every effort 
will be made that no travel care or worry will 
mar your pilgrimage. 

For your ocean voyage the ships of three 
world famous lines have been selected; i.e., 
The Cunard Line, The Peninsular and Ori- 
ental Steam Navigation Company, and The 
Fabre Line. A tew short years ago, the 
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the pyramids, the Sphinx, and the famous museums. 

Throughout our entire study tour in the Holy Land, 
Bible scholars in the field of archaeology will be our 
guides and interpreters. These men are members of 
the staff of the Travel Institute of Bible Research, 
university graduates. The native dragomans who are 
so unsympathetic with Christian travelers will be 
unknown to you—on your pilgrimage. 

En route to the Holy Land and return our 
voyage will be a glorious vacation. Frequent 
stops will be made for sightseeing in both 
Northern Africa and Europe where all ar- 
rangements for our comfort will have been 
made. The exact stops vary, of course, with 
the pilgrimage selected, but, as a general rule, 
they include Madeira, The Azores, Lisbon, 
. sgiers, Sicily, Naples, Athens, Istanbul (Con- 
stantinople), Marseilles and Paris. 








%, 
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All of the famous P. & O. liners bring passengers from the four corners of the world—who tell us of distant lands as we glide 





through the Mediterranean. 


luxuries of the ships of these famous lines would have 
been considered fantastic dreams, but today they are 
realities, 

The world famous Cunard Line is known to every 
one, all over the world. The famous red funnel with 
its black smoke cap has been the mark of leader- 
ship on the seas since the days of sailing craft. On 
our pilgrimages we use the three outstanding ships 
of this famous fleet—the Aquitania, the Mauretania, 
and the Berengaria—and nowhere in the world are 
there finer ships manned by better crews. 

The Fabre Line, on whose ships many pilgrimages 
are made direct from New York to Beirut is the 
largest of the French steamship companies. From the 
home port, Mazseilles, Fabre ships sail the seven seas, 
serving passengers from all over the world and giv- 
ing that fine, hospitable service which is so -charac- 
teristic of the French. We use three Fabre Line ships; 
i.e., the Providence, the Patria, and the Sinaia. And 
on all of them you will find luxury, comfort, service 
and companionship which will make your pilgrimage 
a memorable holiday. 

In the Mediterranean many of the parties will know 
the luxury of world traveling on the famous ships of 
the P. & O., as the Peninsular and Oriental Steam 
Navigation Company is known. A British line sailing 
from English ports to both Australia and India, every 
ship is the carrier of adventure and romance. An 
Indian offcer—an Australian bushman—a dfamond 
merchant from South Africa—any or all of them 
might be our companions as these huge ships sail to 
the far flung corners of the Empire. Of course every 
comfort and luxury known in 
shipbuilding is provided. World 
travelers demand it and on the 
new turbo-electric ships Strath- 
naver and _ Strathaird, which = 
most of our parties use, even the —f 
most exacting will find more & 
than they anticipated. 

The study tours in Palestine, Syria, and Egypt are 
arranged to cover all the places most interesting to 
Christians, Sidon and Tyre, Baalbek, Damascus, the 
Sea of Galilee, Cana, Nazareth, and Shechem are 
visited in a journey north of Jerusalem. While mak- 
ing the Holy City our headquarters a complete 
itinerary, not only of the city itself, but also of the 
surrounding towns and villages is arranged. Jericho, 
the Dead Sea, Bethlehem, Hebron, Morasthah, the 
Valley of Elah, Kirjath Jearim, and others too numer- 
ous to mention—all will become as familiar to you as 
your native county, The journey to Egypt is made by 
rail, so we see the land the Children of Israel crossed 
on their exodus: from the land of the Pharaohs. And, 
of course, while we are in Egypt, we shall visit 








The Travel Institute of Bible Research, being a 
Christian educational institution, not organized for 
profit, offers these pilgrimages at the lowest possible 
prices. The tours vary in duration from 48 to 62 
days and the all inclusive costs from $595 and $795. 














The Golden Gate still stands—surrounded by 
“ the ruins of ancient grandeur. 


The prices include all ‘necessary expendi- 
tures—even the visas on passports, The only 
additional costs may be for personal expen- 
ditures such as gifts, mineral waters, laun- 
dry, and tips. All meals, both afloat and 
ashore, hotel rooms, railway and steamship 
passage, motor cars, admission charges to 
museums—all are included in the one low price. 
This year a call is being issued for one thousand 
Christian men and women to journey across land 
and sea to visit the Holy Land. Eleven tours have 
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been arranged—which will be made up entirely of 
Christian companions. The dates for sailing from 
New York, the duration of each tour and its cost are 
listed below. 

No. No. 

38 Feb. 4....53 days $650 43 June 4....52days $735 
38A March 5..55 days $725 44 June 25...62dayvs $650 
39 March 3..57 days $735 45A July 2....55 days $735 
40 April 2...55days $735 45B July 2....55 days $650 
41 April 16..60days $635 45C July 2....48days $5995 
42 May 4....57 days $795 

Independent tours can: be arranged for those who 
want special itineraries or who do not care to go with 
the regular parties. These will be arranged with 
typical Travel Institute thoroughness. These will in- 
clude the regular study tour of the Holy Land under 
the staff of the Institute and may also include any 
part of the world. For these independent tours any 
steamship line may be used. 

Will you be with us? One of the supreme inspira- 
tions of your Christian life awaits you. A better under- 
standing of the Scriptures will increase your capacity 
for service immeasurably. The way has been made 
easy. 

What would it mean to you to be in Jerusalem on 
Easter morning? What would it mean to you, to 
return to your home bearing a stone which might have 
been touched by His hands? This is possible. 


When the world famous Cunarder Aquitania sails 
from New York on February 4 and again on March 5, 
a goodly company of Christian men and women will 
be starting their great pilgrimage. They will follow 
the long road to Calvary on Good Friday. They will 
lift up their voices in rejoicing 
on Easter morning in the Holy 
City itself. The land will be 
glorious with the magic hand of 
spring. A joy indescribable 
awaits them. 

Why don’t you decide now to 
be one of chem? Parties are 
now organizing which will be 
happy to include you. The cost 
is low—but the return in bless- 
ing and happiness will be 
immeasurable. Do not delay 
longer. Do not postpone for 
another year the great voyage 
you have always dreamed about. 
Decide now you will write for full particulars. 

A booklet describing the tours in detail will be sent 
to you upon request. Write for it today—now. A 
letter or a postcard will be enough—or the coupon 
below may be more convenient. But for your own 
sake—and for the sake of those who look to you for 
guidance, decide now you will leave no stone unturned 
to make this inspiring trip. Send the coupon now. 
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Please send me booklet describing your tours to the 
Holy Land which are directed by the Travel Institute 
of Bible Research. I hope to be one of those who will 
go this year, but I do not obligate myself in any way. 











In Lydda, as in alli 
Palestine, the domes of 
the roofs glisten like 
alabaster in 

=vonday sun 
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Lesson for January 17 


The Lesson as a Whole 
(Continued from page 6) 


words had a reference to Nicodemus coming by night, 
and were the words of the Lord. 


Lesson Outlines 
The Three “Musts” of Salvation 
1. Ye must be born again: the New Birth (3: 1-10). 
2. The Son of man must be lifted up: the Atonement 
(3: 11-17). 
3. Whosoever is saved must believe: Eternal Life 
by Grace through faith (3:11, 12, 15, 16). 


Applying the Purpose Verse (John 20: 31) 

1. The Person of Christ: Who is He? A teacher 
from God, God in the flesh, the Lamb of God, the 
only Saviour (2:24, 25; 3:2, II, 13, 14-18). 

2. Eternal Life in His Name: Life must come 
through the new birth and through the death of a sin- 
bearer (3: 3-16). 

3. Believing unto Life: Saving faith must be in a 
crucified Saviour, committing self to that Saviour (2: 
23-25; 3:11, 12, 14-21). 

In using one or another outline, emphasize in this 
rich lesson the truth that your class most needs, 
whether new birth, atonement, or faith, and relate 
the other truths to it. Assignment to individuals of 
various topics and verses is one way to include im- 
portant truths that there is not time to develop fully. 


Special Lesson Topics 


The Type of the Lifted-Up Serpent. What a pic- 
ture of salvation from sin and eternal death, by grace 
through faith, have we in this type of the brazen 
serpent (Num. 21: 4-9). The people bitten by the 
serpents were sure to die. And “the wages of sin is 
death.” Moses made a serpent of brass, like in outward 
appearance to the fiery serpents. Christ was made 
sin for us, sinless and harmless himself, as was the 
serpent of brass, but the judgment of God fell upon 
him. The serpent was lifted up, and this signified 
not only the death of Christ but the manner of his 
death (John 12:33). The stricken Israelites were to 
look at the lifted up serpent, and those who looked, 
lived. The cross is a stumblingblock to the Jew and 
foolishness to the Greek because of the teaching of 
salvation as a free gift, simply by believing. 

The Atonement. This type and the message to 
Nicodemus set forth the great essentials of the atone- 
ment. There is the necessity of Christ’s death: he must 
be lifted up, there was no other way that God could 
solve the sin problem. Christ died in our place as a 
propitiation offered to God: he paid the eternal death 
penalty for our sins. He died for all, but his death 
avails only for those who believe. 


Other Topics. The Holy Spirit, the New Birth, 
Character of Nicodemus, the Kingdom of God, Juda- 
ism’s View of Righteousness, Soul Winning. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Assurance of Salvation. Some have a false assur- 
ance, resting in church membership, or in their birth 
into a Christian home, or in a good moral life, or in 
a wrong idea of the love of God. This lesson should 
once and for all remove such props, and show the 
meaning of being a lost sinner until -the new birth 
occurs, 

_ Some church members have no assurance of salva- 
tion because they never have been born from above. 

Some real Christians lack assurance, looking to feel- 
ing instead of resting on the great facts of this chap- 
Ter. 

Faith for Salvation. Saving faith has three ele- 
ments: (1) I am convinced with my mind of the 
truth of the Gospel. (2) I am convicted in my heart 
that I am a lost sinner, and that Christ has died per- 
sonally for me. (3) I commit myself to the Saviour 
by a definite choice of my will, that is, by a definite 
choice to believe in him as my personal Saviour. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truth 


God’s love gives God’s life, that His loved ones 
may have Life. 

Tf Christ had not been lifted up to die, believing in 
him would have been as useless as trying to duplicate 
his sinless life. 

Nicodemus thought he was sitting on the front seat 
of the kingdom of God, and he had a rude but whole- 


some awakening to the truth that he was altogether 
outside. 


There are many “good” men today, like Nicodemus, 
who are perishing: one thing they lack—the new 
birth. 

Don’t beat around the bush in soul winning: strike 
home with the great “musts” of the Gospel —the new 
birth, the Blood, and faith. 

“When he looked . . . he lived,” we read in Num- 
bers 21:9: even so let us look and live. 

It is not a mark of intellectual power to doubt God’s 
revelation, but a mark of a proud and sinful heart. 

Many 11ake the mistake of saying they believe they 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. January 3.—The Son of God Becomes Man ..John 1 : 1-18 
2. January 10.—The First Disciples .......++++. John 1 : 19-51 
3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus ........ John 3: 1-21 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. 
John 4: 1-42 
5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds the Multitude ..John 6: 1-71 
6. February 7.—The Slavery of Sin (Temperance 
LGSOON):) cevcccoccccccccccceccesetecccososees John 8 : 31-36 
y. February 14.—Jesus and the Man Born Blind. John 9 : 1-41 
8. February 21.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-42 
9. February 28.—Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead. 
John 11:1 to 12:11 
10. March 6.—Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet. John 13 : 1-15 
11. March 13.—Jesus Comforts His Disciples. John 14 to 17 
1z. \larch 20.—Jesus Dies on the Cross. John 18:1 to 19 : 42 
13. March 27.—Jesus Rises From the Dead (Easter 
RUBAGON). 0 <cevccivceee es 600009 stsesvgyscesews John 20: 1-31 








are saved, when they have never really believed they 
were lost. 


Christ is eagerly looking for men who will commit 
themselves wholly to him that he may commit himself 
to them. 

Cotumstia, S. C. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Sneaking In.’,—The same came to Jesus by night 
(v. 2). All sorts of reasons have been given why 
Nicodemus chose night for his visit to Jesusyfor a 
little talk. Your guess is just as good as mine or 
the professor’s—so go ahead and let’s have it. I 
am put down in Coatesville as a teacher. Certain 
folks choose night to come to have little talks with 
me because the bustle of the day has quieted down 
and I am likely to have leisure and be at ease. I have 
sat at a Bible conference more than once and heard 
Nicodemus severely criticized for “sneaking in after 
dark.” I have put my tongue in my cheek and whis- 
pered up my sleeve, “Yes, but Nicodemus was the 
only big Jew to come, wasn’t he?” While we are 
here just notice Jesus did not hammer Nicodemus of 
the Sanhedrin who did come for the rest of the Coun- 
cil who stayed away —as I have heard some teachers 
and preachers do. Nicodemus got a wonderful re- 
ward for his visit—everybody does who comes to 
Jesus, any time. In addition, his name, -and a name’s 
dear to a Jew, has come down the Christian centuries 
enshrined in a glory vouchsafed to no other Jeru- 
salem Jew. Jesus never much cares how folks come 
to him, so they come and give him a chance to talk 
to them. Some come to Jesus boldly and publicly like 
that fine soldier General Frank P. Blair, who walked 
up the aisle of the crowded New York church and said 
to the minister, before the rich and fashionable congre- 
gation, “Doctor, you have presented to us this morn- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ as a loving Saviour. In 
the presence of this people I wish to accept him and 
confess him as my Saviour here and now.” And of 
course you think of that other one who was as far from 
being a great general as the East is from the West, 
who sneaked up behind him and touched him (Matt. 
9:20). The same thing happens in Chinatown where 
they come with tears and trembling and learn what 
the aristocratic Nicodemus learned, even though poor, 
eignorant, and sunk in sin, namely John 3: 16. 


The Life Above.—That which is born of the flesh 
is jiesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit 
(v. 6). The Master was not only giving Nicodemus 
a great spiritual truth but a scientific fact as well. 
Whenever I have to teach this lesson I take down 
Drummond’s “Natural Law in the Spiritual World.” 
This book was the,sensation of the last generation. 
I again read it to freshen up a little. When I go 
to class I take with me some little plant along with 
the earth in which it grows. This earth, which we 
call soil, is made up of small pieces of quartz, feldspar, 
limestone, iron, and whatever. The deadest stuff there 
is, And by itself it stays dead. You cannct for the 
life of you imagine this collection of small rocks be- 
ginning to get alive and then more alive and eventually 
bursting into full life. From the sky there drops a 
seed — perhaps a dandelion on its silky parachute. That 
little dandelion seed has in it a mysterious something 
we call “life.” As that little live thing drops on my 
lawn the life in it reaches down and touches the dead 
quartz, feldspar, limestone, and whatever, and the dead 
rocks are lifted up into the plant life. And the lawn 
is spangled with beautiful golden rosettes, which if they 
were rare folks would come miles to see, Then the 
cook determines she will have some “greens” and the 
dandelions go into the pot and are served for dinner, 
and the dead quartz, feldspar, and whatever are lifted 
into man life and do their part in helping teach Sun- 
day-school lessons. What does the dead “dirt” know 
about plant life? Sealed on that side. Or the plant 
life about’ man life? Sealed on that side until the 
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higher life reaches down, touches, and lifts. Yes, 
you've guessed it. Above our man life is a higher 
life. We call it the spiritual life. Sealed on our side. 
What does man know about it? But the spiritual 
life reaches down and lifts this “dead” life of flesh 
up into the life of spirit. Until that happens, Mr. 
Natural Man, you are a joke when you go into erup- 
tion about religious thifgs. Professor, that red-headed 
fellow on the back row, one of Uncle Billy’s Iron 
Rose boys who knows his Scripture, is laughing at 
you in his sleeve. Find this Scripture, 1 Corinthians 
1:18 and 2:14, and put up a prayer that the Higher 
Life may reach down to you. 


The Lifted Up One.—As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent (v. 14). Similia similibus cwrantur, The home- 
opathic idea was not altogether new. However, the 
Israelites were not required to take snake meat into 
their bodies to cure the snake bite. By the way, on 
the front of the greatest and most costly synagogue 
erected since the Temple at Jerusalem is carved a 
great snake. You can see it the next time you are 
in New York. Why the snake on the synagogue? 
This early cure was entirely “a faith cure” in the 
best sense. Look and live. How could the way of 
salvation be made plainer? The cure was miraculous 
and unexplainable then, and the cure is miraculous 
and unexplainable now. Neither psychologist nor phi- 
losopher has ever been able to analyze and explain 
the great mystery of sin and salvation. Sin just hap- 
pens before we know it. Just when we think we are 
going along nicely we “stub our toe” and go falling 
into sin. We lied. We swore. We stole. We— but 
what’s the use — you know all the rest! The Holy 
Spirit knows us to a hair, and had Paul paint our 
pen portrait in the seventh chapter of Romans. Old 
Mr. Satan is always watching for us like the cat for 
the canary. The roaring devouring cat the Book calls 
him in graphic language (1 Pet. 5:8). Salvation is 
just as unexpected. Mel Trotter, the rescue mission 
worker, tells about a “regular” who said the wrong 
word to the converted prize fighter who was acting 
as a booster in front of the rescue mission. The 
“booster,” not long enough in the Way to know better, 
“pinned him one right on the beak.” This knocked 
the old Regular Rounder through the door right into 
the mission. “And,” added Mel, “he found the Lord 
and was gloriously saved that very night.” Said Mel 
with his fetching smile, “Salvation is just as easy as 
that!” The “lifted up” way, however, does not re- 
quire arnica and court-plaster. Some teachers get 
discouraged in their Sunday-school work. “I am not 
getting anywhere with those young folks.” When the 
teacher lifts up the Christ as Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent — and keeps the Saviour up, the “cure” will come 
in due course. But alas, often everything else is lifted 
up, baseball, football, and all other kinds of ball, 
clothes, parties, gossip, and of course nothing happens 
and away they go. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. - 


Object Talks from Science 


By Orville S. Walters 


Department of Physiology and Pharmacology 
University of Kansas 


Mr. Walters shares with Mrs. Low the lesson 
department ‘Teaching by Objects,” and furnishes 
frequent lesson illustrations from the field of science. 
Mrs. Low’s valuable object lessons continue as here- 
tofore, alternating with Mr. Walters’ articles. 

Teachers using these simple science talks, as many 
will wish to do, should note the following: 

1. Most of the materials can be purchased at any 
large drug store. The other items can be readily 
obtained elsewhere. 

2. All experimental procedure should be tried be- 
fore presenting in public to insure familiarity with 
results. 

3. While harmful substances have been used as 
seldom as possible, great caution should always be 
exercised in the handling of all materials. 

_4. The applications drawn from each dem ‘-a- 
tion are merely suggestive ideas, which will in ica.ly 


every case bear further expansion at the discretion 
of the user. 





MATERIAL: Quart fruit jar with tight screw- 
lid; glass tumbler; a short candle; half cup of 
“dry ice” (usually obtainable from an ice cream 
company). (In preparation for the illustration, 
allow the dry ice to melt in the fruit jar and when 
it has all disappeared, but not before, screw the 
lid on airtight. If dry ice is not available, gen- 
erate carbon dioxide by adding dilute hydrochloric 
acid to limestone or marble chips in a bottle hav- 
ing a one-hole stopper and delivery tube. Collect 
a jar of the gas by allowing it to flow into the jar 
from the tube and displace the air.) 











S THERE anything in this quart fruit jar? Why 
do you say there is nothing in it? Because you 
cannot see anything. Yet the jar is not empty, al- 
though it appears to be, and we can prove that it is 
not by pouring out what is there. (Unscrew: ...1-and 
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pour the carbon dioxide into the glass, 
into which the candle should previously 
be placed and lighted. The candle will 
go out.) The gas in the jar could not 
be seen, yet its existence has been proved 
to you by its behavior. It will not only 
put out fire, hut will take part in many 
chemical reactions, can be weighed, frozen 
solid to make “dry ice,” put under pres- 
sure into “soda water,” and it even some- 
times kills men in old wells, mines, and 
similar places. Since the gas behaves in 
these various ways, we are aware of its 
existence. 

Similarly, the existence of a supernatu- 
ral power is demonstrated by its ability 
to change men’s lives. The surest evidence 
is the effect which that power produces 
upon individuals, and although we cannot 
measure it with scientific instruments, we 
acknowledge its existence because of its 
undeniable effects which we see. This is 
an illustration of the object lesson which 
Christ gave to Nicodemus when he said: 
“The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit.” 

LAWRENCE, KANs. 

w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
The method of providing these questions 
is an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching charac- 
acter. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff, — 
Mr. ay pene rs. Askew, Mr. Smith, 
and an Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. 
Lane. Have you tried assigning some of 
the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the fol- 

lowing issue? 

W HAT four persons mark the third 
chapter of John as one of the outstand- 
ing ones in the Gospels 

2. What “signs” had Nicodemus seen, of 
which he speaks to Christ in John 3: 2? 

3. What “sign” had evidently won Nico- 
demus’ interest and aroused his question ? 

4. Did Jesus tell Nicodemus that a man 
must be born again, or born anew, or born 
from above? 

5. What does this lesson show happens 
to a good man like Nicodemus, who is not 
born again? Was Nicodemus saved? 

6. Quote a famous passage in one of St. 
Paul’s epistles to show the distinguishing 
marks of those born of the flesh and those 
born of the Spirit. 

7. Give an Old Testament version of the 
“second birth.” 

8. Show by Scripture the connection of 
the “second birth” with God. 

9. Show by Scripture the connection ‘of the 
‘second birth” with Jesus Christ. 

10. Show by Scripture the connection of 
the “second birth” with the Holy Ghost. 

11. Show by Scripture the connection of 
the “second birth” with the Word of God. 

12. In what way is one born of the Spirit 
like the wind? 

13. Was Jesus in Heaven when he was 
on earth? Did not Enoch and Elijah as- 
cend into Heaven as well as Christ? 

14. Did Jesus expect Nicodemus to un- 
derstand about the new birth? Were men 
in the Old Testament born of the Spirit? 

1s. What further names for our Lord 
can you find in chapters two and three? 

16. What are the last recorded words of 
John the Baptist, spoken during his public 
ministry? Compare them with the first. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the 
preceding week are given on one of the later 
pages of this issue. ‘ 





From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our heavenly 
Father, we thank thee that the way of sal- 
vation is open to all who will believe on thy 
dear Son our Sayiour. May we not think 
that any works or merit of our own will 
avail to bring us the spiritual sonship that 
is offered us through Christ. May we com- 
mit ourselves to him, and offer no barrier of 
self-will to the work of thy Holy Spirit. 
Take away our pride, our schemes of self- 
reform, and may the regenerating power of 
the Spirit do in us what no self-effort can 
ever do. In the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Whosoever” is a 
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word? No, not one. “Believers” is ' 
another great word. Just think how | 
much depends upon it! Everlasting life 
are two great words, far too wonderful 
for us to realize fully. Now let me put 
these three words on the blackboard, and 
you fill in the others of John 3: 16. What 
wonderful promises are here! Not to 
perish through our sin, but to live through 
his salvation! Now let each one of us 
imagine his or her name right there in- 
stead of “whosoever believeth.” Yes, it 
was for you and for me that Jesus Christ 
gave himself. But “believe” is the word 
on which the message depends. Do you 
believe in him? Let us pray. 





WHOSOEVER 
BELIEVETH 


EVERLASTING LIFE 











Lesson Hymns 


“Everybody Ought to Love Him.” 
“Ye Must Be Born Again.” 
“Love.” 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
“Why Should He Love Me So?” 
“Love Divine.” 


1) 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week: 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the son text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Sincerity Not Salvation.—Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the 





kingdom of God (v. 3). “We don’t think 


it matters much what religion a man pro- 
fesses, so long as he is thoroughly sin- 
cere!” This is a fearful mistake. No one 
acts on that principle in regard to earthly 
things. If he did, the greatest fool would 
tell him of his folly. Just let us test 
your sincerity of such a notion. Your 
child is taken very ill, and you want to 
get the doctor. Every moment is of con- 
sequence; you can’t stop to put on your 
coat, but snatch up your hat, and start 
off at a run. You know the name of the 
street he lives in, but you have no idea 
where it is situated. Never mind that; 
make up for it by sincerity; run all the 
harder. . 

“Stop, friend, stop!” cries a neighbor, 
who knows your errand. “You're going 
the wrong way.” 

“T can’t stop,” you reply; “I’m in too 
great a hurry.” 

“But your hurry is all lost time; you 
are getting farther and farther off.” 

“Never mind! I’m thoroughly sincere, 
Look how hard I’m running.” 

But you never reach the doctor, and 
your child dies. Sincerity on the wrong 
road means traveling faster to eternal de- 
struction—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by. Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


The Unchanged Chamois.—Ye must 
be born again (v. 7). The old nature 
must be changed. A wild chamois wus 
captured by a shepherd, when young, and 
kept for two years with the flock, tame, 
a bell on its neck. One day it heard some 
chamois off on the mountain; it listened 
trembling with eagerness for a moment, 
and then bounded off to join its kin, and 
was never seen afterward, though afar 
off, hidden in the mists, its bell was often 
heard.—From Dr. Lewis Albert Banks, 
in “Problems of Youth.” Sent by Wil- 
liam S. Bowden, New Albany, Ind. 


In What State Are You Living ?— 
Ye must be born again (v. 7). “I kept 
myself clean. I do not profess to be a 
Christian, but I am a better moral man 
than any of the church members of this 
city.” I said, “Doctor, I do not doubt 
you for an instant, but I want your atten- 
tion. Unregeneracy is a state. You have 
not been regenerated, have you?” He re- 
plied, “No, sir, I do not claim to be a 
regenerated man.” I was standing in the 
aisle by the side of the physician, and I 
drew a square in the sawdust, and said, 
“Doctor, let this square represent the State 
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great word. Is anyone left out of that 
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of Colorado. The altitude at the lowest 
point is two thousand feet above the sea 
level, and the highest altitude, the summit 
of Pike’s Peak fourteen thousand two 
hundred feet above the sea level, and there 
are people-in the Colorado mines who are 
three thousand feet below the lowest alti- 
tude in the state. Whether they are in 
the mines, on the lowest altitude, or on 
the summit of Pike’s Peak, they are all 
in the State of Colorado. Now the state 
of unregeneracy is like that. Some men 
are away down below the surface in the 
underground villainy and criminality of 
flagrant wickedness; others range about 
the ordinary surfacing, the lowest altitude 
in the state of unregeneracy; while you 
are on the summit of Mount Morality; 
but you are still in the state of unregen- 
eracy.” He looked at me in dumb amaze- 
ment for a moment and said without a 
word of argument. “Doctor Oliver, you 
have knocked the props out from under 
me; I am: with you,” and he walked down 
the aisle to the place of prayer, where he 
publicly confessed Jesus Christ as his‘per- 
sonal Saviour, while his friends cheered 
to the echo.—From The Dawn. Sent by 
E. Goreham, Norwich, Eng. 


Where Were You Born?—4rt thou a 
master of Israel, and knowest not these 
things? (v. 10.) Mr. Summerfield, an 
American preacher, being asked by a doc- 
tor of divinity, “Where were you born?” 
“I was born,” said he, “in Dublin and 
Liverpool.” “How can that be?” inquired 
the D.D. Mr. Summerfield paused a mo- 
ment, and then said: “Art thou a mas- 
ter of Israel, and understaridest not these 
things?” (John 3: 10.) Where were you 
born, and born again?—From “r1ooo Tales 
Worth Telling,” by Hy Pickering. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Just As If I’'d.—He that believeth on 
him is not condemned (v. 18). As a 
speaker at the Student Conference this 
year at America’s Keswick put it, “Justi- 
fied is really just-as-if-I’d. God looks at 
me, if I have accepted his Son, just-as-if- 
I'd never sinned.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Miriam Schley. 
Olive View, Cal. 


What the Cultured Judge Longed For. 
For God so loved the world (Golden 
Text): _ Bishop Whipple of Minnesota sat 
by the sick bed of a cultured old judge 
in the Southland, talking in a learned 
way of vital themes, when the dying man 
politely said, “Pardon me, but you know 
I’m facing the real things. Won't you 
talk to me like you'd talk to my black 
boy Jim?” The bishop said quietly, 
“You're a sinner, like me. Jesus died for 
our sins. Trust him as a little child.” 
And the judge replied, “Thank you, 
Bishop. I can get hold of that. That 
gives me peace.”—From. The Life Line, 
Sent by J, A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


VERYBODY ‘has a birthday! That 

is a wonderful thing. There are so 
many things that other people have which 
I cannot have, and you cannot have, that 
it is good to know we have all got a 
birthday. We may be robbed of our 
money, but no one can take our birth- 
day from us, can they? I expect you 
all look eagerly for it and count the days. 
Some of you will have a birthday party 
—and what wonderful fun it is —and 
then the presents! Yes, it’s lovely to 
have a birthday. 

Do you know, I have two birthdays. 
Yes, I am quite serious; I have two birth- 
days. My first birthday is in October, 
my second birthday is in March; and 
there are sixteen years between them! 
What do I mean?- Well, you know you 
will never get to Heaven unless you have 
two birthdays. Don’t you remember how 
the Lord Jesus said to a very learned 
man once, “Ye must be born again’? 
Do you know the story? 

Let’s get out our Bibles and read 
all about it. You notice this man came 
to the Lord at night. How earnestly the 
Lord speaks to him. “Verily, verily” — 





which means truly, truly; what I am 
telling you is true. “Ye must be born 
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Lesson for January 17 


again.” And then after a little time he 
repeats it; because he did not want Nico- 
demus to make any mistake about it. 
You know Nicodemus was not a bad 
man, but what we should call an upright 
man, a kind man, and the Lord Jesus 
says to him: ‘Nicodemus, what you want 
is to be made over again—and not only 
you, Nicodemus, but everybody.” “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, except a man” — 
and that means men, women, boys, and 
girls. 

Children, we were all born once, that’s 
how. we came to be in the world. But 
what the Lord Jesus says is that we must 
be born a second time if we want to go 
to Heaven. So how can we be born again 
or be made over again? God tells us how 
we can have a second birthday. “As 
many as received him, to them gave he 
the right to become children of God.” 
The moment you accept the Lord Jesus 
as your Saviour, God tells you that from 
that moment you can date your second 
birthday. So the day when you felt you 
were a sinner, and needed a Saviour, and 
came to the Lord Jesus, you were born 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the second time and God gave you a won- 
derful gift—the gift of everlasting life! 
You can look at the sun and moon and 
stars and say to yourself: These are go- 
ing to pass away, but I am going to live 
forever and ever. Live with the Lord 
Jesus —he who is alive forever more — 
and who lives to help me day by day, if 
I am his, 

Perhaps some of you think — “How old 
must I be before I can have two birth- 
days? Well, I know about a lady who 
was only two and a half years old when 
she had her second birthday. Then I 
know of a little girl who was three years 
old. Did you know, dears, that the Lord 
wants you to have two birthdays when 
you are quite small? No one is too small 
to come to the Lord Jesus. I read this 
poem the other day: 


“Dear Mother,” said a little maid, 
“Please whisper it to me, 
Before I am a Christian, 
How old ought I to be?” 


You know everybody who is a Chris- 
tian has two birthdays — or else he is not 
‘a Christian. You know, when you were 
born in the world, you took your father’s 
name, didn’t you? That is Mary Jones, 
we say. Well, when we accept the Lord 
Jesus, we take his name, and so we are 
called Christians. Now let me get on 
with the poem, —I just stopped to make 
quite sure that you knew what a Chris- 
tian is, 

“How old ought you to be, dear child, 

Before you can love me?” 
“I always loved you, Mother mine, 
Since I was tiny wee. 


“IT love you now and always will,” 
The little daughter said, 

And on her mother’s shoulder laid 
Her golden, curly head. 


“How old, my girlie, must you be, 
Before you trust my care?” 

“Oh, Mother dear, I do, I do, — 
I trust you everywhere.” 


“How old ought you to be, my child, 
To do the things I say?” 

The little girl looked up and said, 
“T can do that today.” 


“Then you can be a Christian, too, 
Don’t wait till you are grown; 

Tell Jesus now you come to him, 
To be his very own.” 


Then, as the little maid knelt down 
And said, “Lord, if I may, 

I'd like to be a Christian now,” 
He answered, “Yes, today.” 


Would. you not like to come today 
and so have two birthdays? 


Norwicu, Ens. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The first “sign” in John’s Gospel. 
2. Jesus’ first useé of his authority. 


3. The first seeker after truth; his 
question, and Jesus’ answer. 











RUE to our plan to present this 

“greatest book in the world” as a 
whole, let us include chapters two and 
three in our lesson plan for this week, 
as above. 


1. Following the finding of those first 
followers (chap. 1), John tells the story 
of the first recorded miracle of our Lord’s 
life. It is a lovely story for your girls 
to enjoy: Jesus and his close friends 
sharing a wedding feast, part of the joy 
of such a joy-filled time, and more; for 
here was wrought that first outward 
“sign” (as John calls all his recorded 
miracles) of Jesus’ authority over all 
nature. Why should not he who was 
Creator of “all things” (John 1:3) cause 
“the conscious water”. to recognize its 
God, and “blush” into the symbol of 
joy, in his presence? The question of 
the abuse of wine does not even enter 
into this story. Steer away from its pros 
and cons, here, and keep to the central 
issue of what this miracle was — “a sign.” 

Here also your girls will be interested 
in the record of Jesus’ contact with his 
| mother — the second one in Scripture, the 








SCHOOL TIMES 


first since his childhood. His whole at- 
titude toward her is a study your girls 
will find richly rewardiug. Watch for 
one other revelation of it, in this book. 


2. This chapter also records that first 
visit to the Temple, at the first Passover 
season of the public ministry. Here again 
Jesus made plain his authority — this time 
over the very house and conduct of the 
ordained worship of his nation. Those 
who speak of Jesus as ever and only 
“good-tempered” have surely read care- 
lessly, for here his righteous indignation 
and his superb ‘majesty of manner that 
brooked no interference when he chose to 
use them are sharply drawn, in John’s 
words. There was nothing “soft” about 
this young mountain “Man” who was in- 
deed more tender and compassionate 
toward suffering and more patient with 
ignorance than the gentlest mother who 
ever blessed mankind by ‘her. love. 


3. But our lesson has chiefly to do with 
that first seeker after truth who came 
to Jesus with hi, deep question, wrapped 
up in his initial statement that Jesus was 
“a teacher come from God.” The man- 
ner of Nicodemus’ coming to Christ is 
but indicative of that timid reserve that 
each mention of him bears out—a 
thoughtful, truth-loving man, but lacking 
in courage, afraid of criticism, over-con- 
servative in his response to even what 
he felt deeply concerned about. But he 
did want to know; he was a sincere 
seeker after the truth, and. he did want 
close contact with this “Master.” 

And what answer did “the teacher 
come from God” give to “the teacher of 
Israel”? The new birth from the Spirit, 
the life that is from God only and alone 
is life eternal, the life that must be ac- 
cepted as God’s free gift and cannot be 
earned or won or deserved, the life that 


comes only from “believing on the Lord |. 


Jesus Christ” —are your girls any more 
willing to “be savéd” this way than was 
this proud scholar and official teacher of 
Israel? Only so can they be saved. 


Home ‘Study 


Wonderful things have you found in 
this little “Greatest Book in the World,” 
in Chapters 2 and 3, to be entered in your 
notebook outlines, this week. How many 
important first things we find in these 
early chapters! Memorize one verse from 
each chapter. Which is your choice? 
Surely 3:16 cannot be passed by in the 
next. Learn verses 14 to 18 to get the 
context of this best-loved text. 

Decatur, Ga. 

ve 


Can Your Class 
Find the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in‘ one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN. YouTH,: which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CHRISTIAN. YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Why did Nicodemus come to Christ 
by night? 

2. Was it because Nicodemus was not 
a good man that he needed to be born 
again? Who need the new birth? 

3. To what two well-known things in 
nature did Christ liken the new birth? 

4. Where do we find the new birth and 
the Holy Spirit mentioned in the Old Tes- 
tament? 

5. What Old Testament incident did 


” oe 


Christ use to illustrate his own sacrificial 
death? 


6. What certainty of death do we find 
mentioned in John 3:16 alongside God’s 
offer of life? 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Language falls short. 
Discussion: Let the fellows give ex- 
amples of those who in their opinion have 
best demonstrated the love of God — and 
state why. 

Objective: Living the story of God’s 
love. 














ELLOWS, did you know there was 

no spoken or written language by 
which God our heavenly Father. could fully 
express his love for sinning men? Rather, 
I should say, no language that men un- 
derstood. God could have spoken his 
love in his own language, but that was 
far above the comprehension of men. 

The one outstanding Scripture state- 
ment, which is in our language, and which 
is regarded as the most complete single 
announcement of God’s love to the world, 
is “John Three Sixteen.” That statement 
is supposed to tell us how much God loved 
us —and does love us. Yet, if you will 
read it carefully you will discover that 
there is no word in it which describes 
his love, except by association and in 
connection with something else. 

God loved the world. How much? What 
is the adverb used to qualify the verb 
“love”? It is “so.” “So” does not mean 
anything, alone. 

Just here let’s have a little exercise in 
adverbs to qualify the verb “love,” and 
see if we can make our very. expressive 
English language fully describe God’s 
love. One of you fellows go to the 
blackboard, while teacher and the other 
members of the class suggest adverbs 
for you to write there. Let your list 
of adverbs be arranged in three groups. 
First three adverbs —then drop down a 
space —and three more. The third group 
will be placed alongside, to the right. See 
below. 


GRACIOUSLY TENDERLY 
WONDROUSLY DIVINELY 
BEAUTIFULLY FORGIVINGLY 
TIN MERCIFULLY 
EVERLASTINGLY MERCIFUL 
MARVELOUSLY BOUNDLESSLY 


You will note I have picked out some 
very strong and beautiful words. Our 
language is wonderfully expressive. 
Doubtless, you will think of other splen- 
did adverbs which will help describe the 
great love of God. But after you have 
gathered a gorgeous bouquet of them, 
they all combined fall far short of carry- 
ing the full meaning. The capacity of 
our language is overtaxed in the effort. 

God found it so. He wanted to express 
his love to the world and there was no 
language understood by man that would 
carry it. The Aramaic had not the power 
to convey it; the Hebrew was inadequate; 
the Greek was not strong enough; the 
Latin fell far short; nor are the more 
modern languages capable of showing the 
dimensions of the love of God for the 
creatures upon whom he has stamped his 
own image. French, Italian, German, Eng- 
lish, Spanish, Portuguese. All the lan- 
guages of the earth since time began 
might bring their best to the task, and 
still there would. be much more to say. 

So what did God do? Why, he chose 
the most beautiful Vehicle of Heaven 
(pardon the word!) —even Jesus Christ, 
his only Son—and sent him as the all- 
sufficient expression of his love. And so 
God himself came in the flesh to live 
among men with a definite aim: to be 
the expression of his love by a life; and 
by his death on the cross to accomplish 
the immediate object of his love —the 
salvation of mankind. 

In the light of this fact, the little word 
“so” takes on its mighty meaning. It 
points to “the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world,” and.in that 
pointing becomes the colossal adverb that 
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“We Are Doubling 
Our Number of 
Subscriptions to 
Christian Youth’’— 


writes a Colorado Sunday-school secretary, and then he 
continues: 


nadine 


“this is due partly to the fact that we found more of our 
classes needing more advanced reading matter than they 
had been getting, but chiefly because CurisTIAN YOUTH is 
the best paper we know of for our young people.” 


A Washington Superintendent says :— 


“Our subscription to CHRIsTIAN YouTH has run out and we 
simply can’t run our little Sunday-school without it. This time 
we want ten copies instead of seven.” 





Teachers who have used CHrisTIAN YOUTH to stimulate 
lesson preparation in their Sunday-school classes are enthusiastic, 
too. And why not? What teacher does not covet a prepared 
and alert class? Here is what two of them say: 


“No other paper or lesson help has ever created such a lively 
interest in the preparation of the lesson by my busy 17-18 year 
old girls. They tell me they read every bit of it, and it comes 
back the next week, tucked in coat pockets, to be used for many 
answers and references during the lesson period.”—An Ontario 
teacher. 


“Am enclosing an order for eight copies of CHRISTIAN YOUTH. 


My class took a Ten Weeks’ Get-Acquainted subscription and 
were so pleased that they all wanted it.”—-An Ohio reader. 











ARE YOU MISSING 
A REAL OPPORTUNITY 


in your class or school to keep before your young people sound, 
interesting Christian reading matter and helpful incentives to 
lesson study? 


CHRISTIAN YOUTH is prepared especially for teen-age young 
folks. It brings each week, in addition to illuminating studies on 
the International Uniform lessons, help for the Senior Christian 
Endeavor topics, bright, fascinating stories, Bible puzzles, cur- 
rent missionary items, occasional how-to-make-it articles, and the 
like. It costs only 52 cents a year (in packages of five or more 
to one address, 75 cents a year for single subscriptions). Or you 
may try it in your class or school for ten weeks for only ten 
cents a person. 


Where can you make so small an investment that is so rich 


in returns? Why not clip and mail the attached coupon now and 
join the ranks of the many satisfied teachers and officers? 








CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
(Pablished by the Sunday School Times Company) : 
323-325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


&# Please send Curist1AN YOUTH to the address indicated below for the 
following period: 





mela single subscriptions, one year, at 75 cents each ..... .$.......000 
satenisto Gomien, Ge FON, Ot SZ Coats OMEN 6 oo ii. so 8.0.56 e000 et Beccnscscnees 
scsuiitemiaed copies, one Quarter, at 13 cents each .. 2.2.26... 6005 Siccscesesees 
‘acon copies, ten weeks Get-Acquainted offer, at 10 cents each $ 








ADDRESS........0.-...coveeossosssssssecessvessanetsnoceosessssevevesqeessoveesencevowenresedbeactavensnoveecesoeveneeseereseresesesee 


If not convenient to use this blank, just send in a letter your order for 
as many subscriptions as you can. 

















no mere earthly language could ever pro- 
duce. 

Here you will write the word “SO,” 
in and around your chosen adverbs on 
the board. For it includes all the mean- 
ing of them—and then a lot more. 




















GRACIOUSLY 
WONDROUSLY 
BEAUTIFULLY 


TENDERLY 
DivinéEly 


FORG/VINGLY 
MVERCIFULLY 
INFINITELY 
PBOUNDLESSL y 





EVERLASTINGL 
SAVINGLY 
MQARVELOUSLY 





Thus it is by means of a personality 
that God most clearly and convincingly 
expresses himself. Our Lord said to his 
disciples (and says to you and me): “As 
my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you” (John 20:21). You and I then, 
fellows, are to tell others of that same 
great love, and our beautiful English 
language, unaided, fails to express it. 
But along with our word of testimony, 
we are enabled by the Holy Spirit to 
live a life that presents it with irresistible 
power. They may dispute your word, 
aione; but no man.can dispute a life —a 
personality animated by the love of God 
through Jesus Christ. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 10) 


1. Luke alone records these facts, and 
even his record is very brief. See Luke 
1 and 2. 

2. Luke also gives this in Chapter 3: 
1-20. 

3. John’s Gospel does not record the bap- 
tism, but John the Baptist, in giving his 
witness to Christ, tells what happened at 
the baptism. One of the reasons the Holy 
Spirit descended in bodily form as a dove 
was in order that John the forerunner might 
have a visible sign to identify with certainty 
the Christ of God 

4. “Behold!” 


5. “The divine essence, God, in his own 
triune Person, no human being in the flesh 
has seen. But God, veiled in angelic form, 
and especially as incarnate in Jesus Christ, 
has been seen of men (Gen. 18: 2, 22; John 
14: 8, 9).”—Scofield Reference Bible. 

6. Primarily, he meant that it was not 
for him to decide who was the Messiah; 
there must be a clear and direct indication 
from God and he was awaiting that: he 
knew when the dove descended. If later 
he had some question as to whether Jesus 
was the Messiah we see how needful that 
his human knowledge should not determine 
ouch a question. He may not have known 
his cousin well, but he did recognize that 
Jesus was not as other men until he had 
. divine witness that he was the Son of 


7. There are six mentioned by name, all 
of whom remained thoroughly loyal to the 
last of their lives, or his. 


8. In both instances, they were the human 
agencies which led the “prospect’”’ to inves- 
tigate, —to “come” to Christ; but it was 
ia the presence of Christ that he saw him 
as he was. 


s. The fact that they must immediately 
find somebody else to share their joy in the 
acquaintance of Jesus. 


10. The evidence that Jesus was the 
Christ, the Son of God, from the beginning 
was clear and the disciples accepted it. But 
doubtless they had seasons of questioning 
afterward when Christ did not fulfil the 
ideas in their mind, just as John the Bap- 
tist himself was puzzled when Christ did 
not fulfill the prophecy to burn up_the chaff. 
In addition to this, the testimony at Cesarea 
was toward the close of the public ministry 
and was the matured conviction of Simon 
Peter and the other disciples after their 
actual intimate fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus. 


t1. The call in John was a call to personal 
acceptance, and the disciples did not leave 
their ordinary occupations. At the beginning 
of the Galilean ministry Christ calls Peter, 
Andrew, James, and John, and they leave 
their boats (Matt. 4: 18-22). In Luke 5: 
1-1: the same disciples finally give up their 
occupation, though many of the best inter- 
preters consider this the same call. After 
this, they and eight others are called to be 
apostles. 


12. John baptized unto repentance, that is 
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upon confession of sins and repentance and 
the expression of faith that the soon coming 
Messiah would be accepted when he appeared 
(Acts 19:4). John’s baptism, therefore, was 
preliminary, a forerunner of Christian bap- 
tism, just as John was a forerunner of 
Christ. 


_ 13. There is a clear testimony concern- 
ing Jesus Christ, that he is the Son of God 
and the Lamb of God, a sacrifice for sin. 
The disciples who immediately accepted 
him had been prepared by their knowledge 
and acceptance of the Word of God. They 
followed him personally. Their personal 
work was to go to individuals, to give a 
clear statement of whom they had found, 
and to stay with the individual until he made 
the decision to come to Jesus. 


14. In John: “Come and see’; in Mat- 
thew: “Suffer it to be so now: for thts 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness”; in 
Mark: “The time is fulfilled, and the king- 
dom of God is at hand: repent ye, and be- 
lieve the gospel”; in Luke: ‘“Wist ye not 
that I must be about my Father’s business ?” 

15. The Word, God, Creator, Life, Light, 
Only Begotten of the Father, Truth, Jesus 
Christ, Only Begotten Son, the Christ, the 
Prophet, the Lord, Lamb of God, Baptizer, 
Son of God, Jesus, Rabbi, Master, Messiah, 
er of Nazareth, Son of Joseph, King of 

srael, Son of man. : 








“For the Love of Mankind” 


is the title of a carefully written, beautifully illus- 
trated brochure, which describes how thousands 
of churches have satisfied the spiritual hunger of 
the hard of hearing. . . . Upon request, we will 
sehd you a FREE copy. 


Dictograph Products Co., Inc., Dept. 63T, 
220 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 


$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 


for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. 


75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sufday School Times Company 
2323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for January 17 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 24. What Leadership Should We Follow? 
Luke 5: 1-11; Col. 2: 18, 19. 

Jan. 31. Our Church’s Service for Christ. 
Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13:1-3. (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week.) 

Feb. 7. How Our Society Meets Young Peo- 
ple’s Needs. Heb. 10 : 23-25; Col. 3 : 12-17. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

Feb. 14. What Jesus Teaches about Faith- 
fulness. Matt. 25 : 34-46. 


Sunday, January 17 


My Share in My Home 
(Luke 2 : 40-51; 15: 15-31) 





Mon.—Obedience at home (Eph. 6: 1-3). 
Tues.—Forbearance at home (Col. 3: 12- 


15). 

Wed.—Religion in the home (2 Tim. 3: 
14-17). 

Thurs.—Supporting the home (1 Tim. 5: 
1-8). 


Fri.—Christ in the home (Luke 10 : 38-42). 
Sat—A motto for the home (Josh. 24: 
14, 15). 











What good has our home done for us? 

Why should we feel responsible for our 
home? 

How can we make home happy? 


66" HE revival society most needs today 

is not the revival of trade. That 
will come in due time. It will not be 
the revival of good government. That is 
coming. But society needs more than civic 
reform. The revival society most needs 
today is not the revival of racial purity, 
of physical soundness, of eugenics. That, 
too, is important. The body is holy, but 
it still remains a fact that man merely 
has a body, while he is a soul. It is not 
the revival of philanthropy. Philanthropy 
is in a state of revival. 

“The revival society most needs today 
is not church revival. To be sure that 
kind of revival is desperately needed, and 
there can be no hope of any permanent 
improvement in society that does not take 
into account the potent influence which 
only the church can wield. 

“The revival society most needs today 
is the revival of an institution which is 
older than all these, more important than 
any and all of them combined, and which, 
if permitted permanently to suffer eclipse 
and decline, will seal the ddom of human 
progress. I refer to the home. The re- 
vival society most needs today is the re- 
vival.of the Christian home.’—James I. 
Vance. 

A well-informed writer states that 
Thomas Carlyle not long before his death, 
was in conversation with a friend. He 
expressed himself to the following effect: 
“Tl am now an old man, and done with 
the world. Looking around me, before 
and behind, and weighing all as wisely 
as I can, it seems to me that there is 
nothing solid to rest upon but the faith 
which I learned in my old home, and from 
my mother’s lips.” 


Is yours that kind of home, a home 
where the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head 
and where he is honored and loved? If 
so, you may thank God that your days 
of childhood and youth have been sur- 
rounded by such an atmosphere. Perhaps 
you have fretted a little at what you 
thought were irksome restrictions in such 
a home. You have seen other young peo- 
ple permitted to do this or that that was 
forbidden to you, and you have wished 
that you might be free to do as you 
pleased. But the day will surely come 
when your heart will go out in gratitude 
to God because your home did not stand 
for the very things that you look upon 
so enviously today. You will see in the 
lives of those you now envy the awful 
results of the lack of restraint you now 
long for. ~ 


And let us not think of these loving 
prohibitiows in our homes as harsh or 
misunderstanding restrictions. Perhaps 
as a wee toddler you sought to unlatch 
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the gate that stretched across the stair- 
way, or tried to loosen the strap that 
held you fast to your baby carriage. Were 
they cruel bonds or bars? Not at all! 
They were the loving preventives that 
kept you from injury or harm, even 
though you could not understand why you 
should not do as you pleased. So today 
let us think of home, not as a hindrance, 
but as a safeguard that throws about us 
the arm of love to check us from reck- 
lessness’ until we shall be able to -see 
clearly the dangers that are about us. 
% 

Should not such a realization bring with 
it a sense of responsibility to cherish our 
homes and to do all that we can to make 
them places of joy and happiness and lov- 
ing comradeship? The Lord Jesus did 
not think it beneath him to be subject to 
his earthly parents. If ever there was 
one who was entitled to or able to live 
his own life for himself, Christ was that 
one. Yet he willingly yielded his will to 
that-of his parents and gave his support 
to the home life. Can we do less than he 
did? 

5 


What can we do to make our home 
happy? Is obedience and co-operation 
enough? Important as these are, our 
greatest opportunity to make our homes 
happy will be in showing forth the Lord 
Jesus Christ in all our home contacts and 
relationships. We can do this first by 
letting the Lord Jesus have his unhin- 
dered way with us, by letting him so domi- 
nate our actions that those in the home 
will see him in all that we do or say. 
But many of us may also have the great 
joy and privilege of leading others in our 
home to know our Saviour and Lord. 
Our home will reach its highest and best 
only in proportion as those in it know 
and serve Christ. One member of our 
home who does not know him may be 
the cause of sorrow and suffering in our 
home. Let us do all we can then to bring 
each member in our home into a saving 
knowledge of our Lord and Master. 


We may have a real part, too, in see- 
ing that family worship is maintained in 
our home. If you are not now having 
a daily time when all those in the house- 
hold gather together for the reading of 
the Word and for prayer, why not begin 
it? Perhaps the others would welcome 
a suggestion from you. Perhaps there 
may be opposition at first, but persevere 
and you will find that many problems and 
difficulties will give way as you thus honor 
God and uni‘e in bringing to him the 
needs and problems of the home. 

hen, too, it is not amiss that we should 
remember that some day we, too, may be 
home makers. Let us see to it that the 
one we choose to start a home with us 
shall be one who knows our Lord and 
Master and loves and serves him. Let 
us resolve that, from the very start, the 
Lord Jesus Christ shall have his rightful 
place in the home that we begin, 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








The Two Little Pigs 
at Skilligallee 


By Frances Margaret Fox 
A True Story 


E Bec little pig story really begins with 
an old time lightkeeper at Skilligallee 
(pronounced “Skilligal-lee). And Skilli- 
gallee is the Indian name for a three 
acre island in Leke Michigan near the 
Straits of Mackinac. There, about sev- 
enty years ago, the family of the light- 
keeper lived with him from early summer 
until the beginning of the autumn storms. 
And the seven children had such a happy 
time at Skilligallee that the two who are 
still living have never forgotten those 
merry days of their childhood. Their 
real home was at Mackinac Island, where 
for two months every winter, they at- 
tended school. 

One fine day, Mr. Davenport, the Skilli- 
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“SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL” CONFERENCE 


“The Summer Bible School ’—“THE ALL BIBLE SCHOOL” 


Attend its wonderful Conference. Originating in 1911, 
one school; in 1931, fifteen hundred schools or more, 


Enrollment about 170,000. Conversions for the term 
1931 over 16,600. 


The Word of God taught in a practical way that the 
Lord has seen fit to make highly effective. 


Delegates entertained free. 
Will you not register at once? 


em. NINTH ANNUAL om 


January 28th, 1.30 o'clock, to January 30th, 1932 


Registration fee $1.00. 
Address, 


DR. A. L. LATHEM, 434 E. Broad Street, Chester, Pa. 
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THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 








YOUR GIFT NOW 


INCOME FOR LIFE 


ERNEST F. HALL, Secretary 


DEPARTMENT OF ANNUITIES 


WILL BRING TO YOU THE BLESSING 
OF GIVING WHILE LIVING AND THE 
GUARANTEE OF THE BOARD OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS THAT YOU WILL HAVE AN 


156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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SAFETY 


means everything 
°*ezo THEM 


Safety firs G Safety is one of the many sat- 


isfactory features possessed 
by the annuity agreements issued by the American 
Bible Society. Instituted in 1816 this organization has 
for over eighty years been issuing annuity agreements 
and has never missed a single payment. Many testimonials 
similar to those below have been received expressing great 
satisfaction in the freedom from anxiety made possible by 
the safe character of the Society’s annuities. 


Safety plus Zhe safety feature of an American 


ible Society annuity agreement is 
further enhanced by the assurance that on through the years 
it will continue to do good. Great satisfaction comes to the 
Christian in knowing that because of his annuity the com- 
fort, the counsel and the challenge of the Scriptures will 
be distributed across the earth through the service of the 
American Bible Society. : 


“In these days of uneasiness about 
investments, it is so comfortable to 
know that my annuity agreement 
with the American Bible Society is 
absolutely safe and that I can de- 
pend on the payments from it. And 
I ‘know that all the time my money 


is doing good.” —A. D. . . . Illinois 





“A short time ago I began to 
think about an income for the 
future. Experience taught me that 
some investments were not satis- 
factory and secure. I had very little 
to expend but that little meant 
much to me. Safety therefore was 
the first requisite.”’ 

M. P.... New York 


You, too, should know about these Annuity Agreements. 
The eoupon below, filled out and mailed to us, 
will bring you full information. 











AMBRICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 

Astor Place, New York 

Please send me your booklet SS-40 giving full information 

on the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. It is 
3 understood that this request places me under no obligation. 


Denomination 


Name. 





Street 





OR isa checten State 
Be sure to fill in clearly your name and complete address. 
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Don’t Forget the Jews 


Jewish Mission Bonds”’ is the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say “ Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’’’ 
No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 
American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Head’s §.S.Record ino treasunen 


For 27 classes, $1.50. 65 classes, $2.00 


Head’s S$. §. Class Books 


Simple, time-saving. Gives a perfect record 
of entire school. 
TRY IT THIS YEAR! 
A returnable sample copy of ase books for 
examination on request 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 
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PELOUBET’S 
Select Notes 


For 1932 (58th annual volume) 

By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
(International Uniform Sunday School Lessons) 
A DEPENDABLE HELP 
FOR ALL TEACHERS 
Loyal to the Bible— abreast of the needs 
of teachers — a deeply devotional spirit, 
with suggestive methods and interpreta- 
tions that challenge— visualizes Oriental 
places and customs — full maps, illustra- 
tions and charts, by one of America's 
foremost Bible authorities. 

Postpaid, $2.00 


Test Your Bible Knowledge 
“KNOW-YOUR-BIBLE” SERIES 
Question and Answer Books 
KNOW YOUR BIBLE ? (60th thousand) 
1500 questions on great events and characters 


GO TILL YOU GUESS (20th thousand) 
400 sections of 5 questions each pointing to 


answers 
BIBLE SAYINGS (New) 
1 of 
CR eierten seeyreery She, sot of he 
Answers in back, $1.00 each 








W. A. WILDE COMPANY - Boston 
. 





(Gmmunion Ware of Quality 
Bos Morel J 


ALUMINUM or 
SILVER PLATE 


— 7 Jndie tdual 
Glasses 


Woanmansnip 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE ube 
Room 353 1701-1705 Chestrut Street, P 








gallee lightkeeper, sailed over to Cross 
Village on the mainland, and bought two 
small pigs. 

The children ran to the beach to wel- 
come their father and the strangers who 
had come to live with their hens, and 
chickens, and pet gulls, and Jack Crow, 
and their cow. 

Now Skilligallee is a tiny island, shaped 
like a triangle, with the three points of 
land stretching far into the lake. Mr. 
Davenport had not. built a pen for the 
pigs, because he thought that. the deep 
waters of Lake Michigan would be fence 
enough to keep the young pigs frem run- 
ning away. So he took them from the 
sailboat and placed: them on their feet 
on the beach. +: 

The children laughed, because at first 
the little pigs seemed much surprised. 
Then they did ‘a strange thing. Instead 
of running toward the lighthouse, or the 
henhouse, or the cowshed, those two little 
pigs began trotting along the shore. The 
Davenports understood afterward that 
the pigs were seeking their nearest way 
home. to Cross Village... The little fel- 
lows followed the shoreline to the very tip 
end of all three points of land. If the 
pigs enjoyed trotting: along the beach 
like that, no one cared, and after a 
time, no one watched them. 
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However, one of the children looked 
out on the lake, and suddenly sounded 
a shrill alarm. 

“The little pigs are running away!” 
said he. “They are swimming the short- 
cut to Cross Village!” 

Sure enough, far out in the water the 
two little pigs were swimming, swimming, 
toward the mainland as fast as they 
could paddle. The children were amazed, 
but Mr. Davenport said that he should 
have remembered that pigs can swim. 
What surprised him was that the pigs 
had chosen the shortest way across to the 
mainland. The distance was usually said 
to be nine miles from the tiny island to 
Cross Village. But Mr. Davenport and 
all others who knéw the lake, sailed by a 
shorter route, which was seven miles over. 

It was lucky for those brave, homesick 
little animals that their friends saw them 
before their strength was gone. Even 
though they somehow knew how to find 
the shortest way home, they ‘were only 
little pigs after all, and seven miles of 
rough water is a long way for the best 
of four-footed swimmers. 

The father and his big boys piled into 
a rowboat and away they went skimming 
over the water to the rescue. The little 
pigs had gone half a mile away from 
Skilligallee before they were overtaken 
and lifted into the boat. 

They were almost too tired to squeal 
as they were landed in the bottom of the 
rowboat and the life savers began the re- 
turn trip. 

That time the pigs were not allowed 
to try another walk along the shore. A 
pen was made for them immediately, and 
in that pen they stayed until they learned 
to know “on which side their bread was 
buttered.” Those two well fed little pigs 
were prisoners until they may have for- 
gotten their old home at Cross Village 
on the mainland. 

When they were given their freedom 
again, they behaved as if they were per- 
fectly at home with seven children, the 
hens and chickens, the pet gulls and 
Jack Crow, and the cow, on the rock of 
Skilligallee. 


Mackinaw City, Mic. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
January 11 to 17 
Mon.—John 3:1-16 Jesus and Nicodemus. 
The poor came to our Lord by day, 
but the influential Nicodemus by night. 


; Our Lord reminds him of it, too, in what 
' he says to him about men loving darkness 


rather than light (vs. 19-21). But the 


| Lord does not quench the smoking flax 
| (Isa. 42:3). 


He teaches the teacher in 
Israel about regeneration, Nicodemus 
tries to understand the New Birth natu- 
rally. No one can. It has to be re- 
vealed to us by the Holy Spirit as the 
Lord Jesus revealed it to this Sanhedrist. 
Nicodemus was born again. He prac- 
tically confesses the Lord in demanding 
fair play for him (John 7: 45-53), and 
acknowledges him more boldly than most 
of the eleven when he joined. Joseph of 
Arimathea in wrapping the body in linen 
(John 19). Nicodemus realized at the 
cross what Jesus had meant by saying 
to him that he must be lifted up as the 
brazen serpent was. 


Prayer Svuccestion: Pray for the 
work of the Bible House of Los Angeles 
(the Rev. J. Jaderquist, Executive 
Secretary, 927 S. Westmoreland Avenue, 
Los Angeles, Cal.), which has sent out, 
since. the Spanish-American War, into 
Spanish-speaking lands, thirty million 
books and tracts by such authors as Canon 
Hague, Scofield, Pierson, Brookes, Black- 
stone, McConkey, and others. It has no 
endowment funds. 

Tues.—John 3: 17-21 
Jesus the World’s Light. 

In John 8: 12 our Lord says he is the 
“light of the world.” A little later, in 
John 9:5, he says, “As long as I am in 


the world, I am the light of the world.” 
The world tried to put out this Light on 
‘Calvary. But, “Ye are the light of the 
world,” said our Lord (Matt. 5:14), 
anticipating the time after his ascension 
when his followers would furnish the 
world a true but dimmer light than his 
own, even as the stars shine by the re- 
flected light of the hidden sun. Are we 
really letting our light shine? 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for the 
Ramabai Mukti Mission (260 W. Forty- 
fourth Street, New York City); for the 
windows of heaven to be opened in bless- 
ing on the natives’ gifts of more than 574 
rupees for the year to the Bible Society, 
the Jews, lepers, and other causes; for 
the twelve young folks who were bap- 
tized; for the seventy-five villages evan- 
gelised; for the 151 pupils on the school 
roster; for the ministry in the various 
compounds; for the printing press, which 
during the past year sent out 9,213 Gos- 
pels, 809 New Testaments, 500 Bibles, 
1,119 hymn books, and 8,000 tracts. 
Wed.—Psalm 51 : 1-10. 

Praying for a Clean Heart. 

“Cleansing in Scripture is twofold: (1) 
Of a sinner from the guilt of sin; the 
blood (‘hyssop’) aspect; (2) of a ‘saint 
from the defilement of sin—the water 
(‘wash me’) aspect. Under grace the 
sinner is purged by blood when he be- 
lieves (Matt. 26:28; Heb. 1:3; 9:12; 
10:14). Both aspects of cleansing, by 
blood and by water, are brought out in 
John 13: 10, and Ephesians 5:25, 20: “He 
that is bathed needeth not save to wash 
his feet’; ‘Christ loved the church and 
gave Himself for it [redemption by blood, 
“hyssop,” the “bath”] that He might sanc- 
tify and cleanse it with the washing of 
water by, the word’: answering to the 
‘wash me’ of verse 7."—Dr. C. I. Scofield 
on this passage. 


PraYER Succestions: Pray for the 
chapter of the League of Evangelical 
Students at Gordon College, “covering’ 
the University of Boston with the Gospel 
of John; for the struggling little group 
of ten students at the University of Min- 
nesota; for the group at the University 
of Pennsylvania, studying Galatians, and 

sending one recruit to the mission field; 
i> the “Evangelical Student,’ Wheaton, 

l. 


Thurs.—Romans 6: 3-11. Dying Unto Sin. 

Man tends to begin bam 4 o ity 4 
over sin with cleansing of the flesh, 
which is impossible (John 3: a). God 
begins with death—death of our Lord, 
and union with him in the power of his 
death. A man could not be put to death 
twice for the same offense. Now Christ 
has died once to sin (v. 10), and being 
risen, death has no more dominion over 
him. By death to sin he conquered death, 
and every believer has been baptized into 
his death to sin (v. 3). Not that we are 
literally dead, though Christ was, but 
because we were “crucified with ‘him” 
(v. 6), joined to him in this vital spir- 
itual union, the power and efficacy of his 
death to sin becomes ours. Therefore, we 
are to reckon ourselves dead to sin (v. 
II), and “as we reckon we realize.” This 
is Mr. McConkey’s argument in “The 
Way of Victory” (free from Silver Pub- 
lishing Society, Bessemer Bldg., Pitts- 
burgh). 

PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: When Captain 
W. H. Price, head of the Japanese Sea- 
man's Mission, went Home last May, 
there was found in his Bible a prayer 
request: “That God will bless and’ estab- 
lish a Gospel Hall in each of the four 
seaport towns of Japan— Yokohama, 
Kobe, Osaka, and Nagasaki; for blessing 
upon the work in Vancouver, B. C., and 
the brother in charge, and for the work 
in San Pedro, Cal.” The prayer has 
been answered for halls in Kobe and 
Yokohama. Pray for the rest of the re- 
quest to be answered (American Branch, 
4005 Carolina Street, San Pedro, Cal.). 
Fri.—Romans 8:1-11. Freedom from Sin. 

When a civil engineer lays a railroad 
bed and comes to a curve, he knows that 
if he lays the rails around the curve on 
a level, the first train over would be 
wrecked. So he tips the track, so that 
the inside rail will be lower than the out- 
side rail. In that way, he makes one 





law. of physics overcome .another law of 
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physics —the law of centripetal motion 
overcomes the law of centrifugal motion. 
“The law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death” (v. 2) 

PRAYER Succestion: Pray for the 
evangelistic work recently done among 
both Jews and Gentiles at Radost and 
elsewhere® in Poland by Mr. F. Spencer 
Johnson and Mr. Henry Hellyer, both 
now in England. Unusual interest in the 
full Gospel message was reported by them 
to the Lifes of Faith. Full information 
may be had by writing to the Rev. Trevor 
Ingley, Christ Church Vicarage, Bourne- 
mouth, England. 

Sat.—Colossians 3:1-11. Living in Christ. 

When we are commanded to “mortify,” 
that is, toput to death, the sins so easy 
to us, we find it difficult, even impossible, 
to do so in human strength. But another 
Scripture tells us, “If by the Spirit ye 
put to death the deeds of the body, ye 
shall live” (Rom.. 8:13, R. V.). We 
can be judges of ourselves and condemn 
our besetting sins to death. But no judge 
executes his own convicted prisoners. He 


turns them over to the sheriff; and Mr. ' 


Legters tells us that the Holy Spirit is 
our blessed Sheriff ! 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for God 
to use the copies of the Old Testament 
in Yiddish being disseminated by the New 
York Jewish Mission (2654 Marion Ave- 
nue, New York City); for the work 
among Jewish boys in clubs; for work 
among Jewish students in Columbia Uni- 
versity and elsewhere; for pressing finan- 
cial needs; for Dr. Thomas M. Chalmers’ 
physical strength to be maintained; for 
God to guide as to whether the account 
of his recent Mediterranean travels shall 
be published in book form. 4 
Sun.—1 John 5: 1-5. Faith and the New Birth. 

“John has been setting love in the 
supreme place which it held in our Lord’s 
teaching and in St. Paul’s. But there is 
another faculty which has to regulate, 
purify, direct, and stir up our weak and 
imperfect loving, and that is faith. With- 
out faith we cannot be certain about the 
quality of our love. He begins very sim- 
ply with a position already. laid down: 
genuine faith in Christ is the genuine 
birth from God.. From that faith, through 
that birth, will come the proper love; as 
in a family : the love of our spiritual 
brothers and sisters. The love of God 
actually consists in keeping his command- 
ments. The very object of the divine 
birth is the conquest of all that is op- 
posed to God and his commandments, and 
the instrument of the conquest is faith” — 

M. Sinclair, Vicar of St. Stephens, 
Westminster. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIoN: Pray for the Em- 
peror of Abyssinia in his effort to free 
the two million slaves in his country, 
which is half of the world’s slave popu- 
lation. 
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Gospels in Every Home 
in America 


HE “Gospel of John in Every Home” 

campaign, first sponsored by the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Conven- 
tion of 1930, is making progress in dif- 
ferent sections of our land. Much bless- 
ing is being reported, especially in rural 
sections where Bible portions are always 
eagerly received. 

Inasmuch as the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons for the First 
Quarter of 1932 will be in the Gospel of 
John, should not adult Bible classes recog- 
nize this as an unparalleled opportunity 
to reach their own neighborhoods with a 
systematic house-to-house distribution of 
copies of that Gospel? Should not every 
Sunday-school profit by this opportunity 
to thus reach the indifferent and worldly 
in this period of study of “the greatest 
love story in the world”? 

It is suggested that ice interested in 
the Rocky Mountain and Pacific states 
correspond at once with T. C. Horton, 
1836 Oak Tree Drive, Los Angeles, Cal.; 
those in the Central states with James 
E. Ely, Garden City, Kan.; and those 
east of the Mississippi with William H. 
Richie, 119 South Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
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